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§G-Persons desirous of subscribing 4or the ““Re- 
GISTER” are informed that all orders must be 
accompanied with the amount of one year’s sub- 
scription, or a draft upon some responsible person 
in this city, or the paper will not be forwarded. We 
have suffered so much from the carelessness, and 
in some instances the dishonesty, of ‘patrons,’ 
that we have resolved that all who do not punctu- 
ally pay for our paper shall not receive it. The 
number of delinquents has, we know, been increas- 
ed by the extraordinary pressure of the times, and 
we are willing to make every allowance; but they 
should remember that the heavy expenses of our 
establishment are defrayed from the small sums due 
by individuals, and that the punctual payment of 
such sums can alone prevent embarrassment. Our 
list never presented a more flattering appearance 
since the establishment of the “RrartsTErR;” but 
our receipts are ‘miserably meager,” and might 
well discourage us if we had not confidence in the 
justice of our subscribers, and in an advantageous 
change in the times. 





ConGREss will commence its sessio2 on Monday 
next, and the opinion is general that its sittings will 
be protracted to a late period in the spring. For, 
in addition to the currency question, which must be 
permanently settled, it is believed the policy, econo- 
ny, &c. of the government will undergo a thorough 
revision and sifting. All this, from the manner in 
which business ‘drags’ in the commencement 
of a session, will consume several months, and 
must severely tax the patience of our readers and 
the coffers of the country. We will, however, do 
all we can to render our pages instructing and in- 
teresting, and to keep our readers advised of all 
matters which may transpire. 

Already a number of members have arrived, and, 
with our citizens, seem to enjoy the beauty of the 
weather, which is as mild and genial as in the month 
of May. 4 

In reference to the president's message, the 
“Globe” says—We are requested to state that the 
express mail will be so expedited on Tnesday next 
as to deliver the president’s message in New York 
in time for the morning papers of Wednesday. 





Messrs. CuEvES AND CALHouN. Among a 
large number of interesting articles inserted in the 
present sheet, the reader will find a letter from the 
hon. Langdon Cheves giving his views in opposi- 
tion to the sub-treasury scheme, and a letter from 
the hon. John C. Calhoun avowing his reasons for 
supporting it. The distinguished character of the 
writers, independent of the subject discussed, will 
command a careful perusal of the letters. ‘They are, 
in every sense of the word, ‘antagonistical,” and 
offer some striking contrasts. The first contends 
that the new scheme must strengthen the power of 
the executive: the latter that it would aid in weak- 
ening it. Thus, the parties are opposed, and as far 
asunder as the antipodes. 





THE LATE Gov. Kent. The editor of the “Rr- 
GISTER” was absent from Washington when the 
death of gov. Kent oceurred, or he would have 
promptly paid a tribute to the memory of that most 
estimable gentleman; for none had a higher esti- 
mate of the soundness of his mind and the goodness 
of his heart, and but few better opportunities of ap- 
rs his private and public worth. For near- 
y thirty years he was the intimate friend and cor- 
respondent of the late editor of the ““ReeisTErR,” 
and during that long period not an incident occurred 
to interrupt their friendly relations, which seemed 
to strengthen with increasing years. Towards the 
present editor he had also manifested the most 
friendly disposition, and had rendered bim important 
Services during the brief period the “RreGisTER” 
has been located in this city. Gov. Kent’s charac- 
ter is happily sketched in the brief biography pub- 
lished in another page. He was, indeed, an honest 
man and a virtuous statesman, who pursued his 
duties with an eye single to the public good. Ma- 
ryland may supply his place with one possessing 
more talents and attainments, but her borders do 
not contain a better citizen or a more disinterested 
patriot. 





THE PENNSYLVANIA REFORM CONVENTION, pur- 
suant to a resolution to that effect, adjourned at 
Vor. III.—Sic. 14 


Harrisburg to meet at Philadelphia, and resumed 
their deliberations in the Musical Fund Hall in the 
latter city on Tuesday last. On Wednesday, as we 
learn from the National Gazette, much interest was 
created by the discussion in the committee of the 
whole of a question in which the banks were seve- 
rally condemned or defended for the suspension of 
specie payments. Mr. Biddle appeared as their 
able champion. Mr. Read, of Susquehanna, in the 
course of some remarks accused the bank of the 
United States and the other banks of the country of 
having joined in a conspiracy to stop payment. He 
was answered by Mr. Sergeant with great effect, 
who pursued his earnest remarks, until Mr. Read 
explained that he meant to say that the bank cor- 
porations and not the directors were conspirators. 
On this explanation Mr. Sergeant animadverted 
with striking effect. The attention of the conven- 
tion and the auditors was uninterrupted during the 
president’s observations on this interesting topic. 

In the convention on Monday the 20th ult. the fol- 
lowing resolution was discussed and postponed in- 
definitely, by a vote of 68 to 49: 

Resolved, That a select committee of per- 
sons be appointed to inquire and report to the con- 
vention, whether the people of this commonwealth, 
by a legislative enactment, or by a provision in their 
new constitution, can repeal, alter or modify an act 
of assembly of this commonwealth, entitled ‘an act 
to repeal the tax on real and personal property, and 
to continue and extend the improvement of the state 
rail roads and canals, and to chartera state bank to 
be called the United States bank,” passed the 18th 
day of February, A.D. eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six; and, if the people have such power, whether it 
would be proper and expedient to repeal, alter or 
modify that act, or any part thereof; and in what 
way, or on what terms, the same should be done. 

The convention then took up for consideration 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘Thatit is the sense of this convention 
that contracts made on the faith of the common- 
wealth are, and of right ought to be, inviolable. 





that a charter duly granted by act of assembly is, 
when accepted, a contract with the parties to whom 
the grant is made. 

After some discussion, the first resolution was 
agreed to, by yeas, 66, nays 7. 

No decision was had on the second resolution 
until the following day, when it was amended as 
follows by the mover: 

‘«‘ Resolved, That it is the sense of the convention, 
that a charter duly granted under an act of assembly 
toa bank, or other private corporation, is, when 
accepted, a contract with the parties to whom the 
grant is made; and if such charter be unduly grant- 
ed, or subsequently misused, it may be avoided by 
the judgment of a court of justice in due course of 
law, and not otherwise, unless in pursuance of a 
power expressly reserved in the charter itself.” 

In this shape the resolution was adopted by yeas 
59, nays 41. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT December 1, 1837. In 
conformity to the 12th section of the «Act to au- 
thorize the issuing of treasury notes,” approved Oc- 
tober 12th, 1837, it is hereby published that “the 
amount of all treasury notes issued” in pursuance 
of the provisions of this act, to the 30th ult. inclu- 
sive, is $1,495,464 07. Levit Wooppsury, 

Secretary of the treasury. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, December 
1, 1837. Information has been received at this de- 
partment from the late United States consul at Ota- 
heita (Society Island), of the total loss, in a hurri- 
cane, near the Feejee islands, on the 29th of De- 
cember last, of the American whale ships ‘‘Meri- 
dian” of Edgartown, ‘“‘Reaper” of Nantucket, and 
« Anastasia” of Sidney, with their crews, save a 
part only of that of the Anastasia. 

Information has also been received from the said 
consul, that the American whale ship “‘Indepen- 


dence”? was wrecked, in a hurricane, on the 7th of 


March last, while at anchor in a bay at the Island 
of Vavau. 





Greorera. The hon. John P. King having re- 





Resolved, That it is the sense of the convention, | 


administration, was on the 22d ult. chosen to sup- 
ply the vacancy. We have not seen a statement of 
the vote, but Mr. Lumpkin is said to have been 
elected by a large majority. Judge Berrien was 
the opposing candidate. We see it stated that Mr. 
Cuthbret has also resigned his seat. 





Arkansas. Ambrose H. Sevier has been re-elect- 
ed a senator of the United States from the state of 
Arkansas, for six years from the 4th of March last. 





THE Hon. A. W. Loomts, a representatives in 
congress from the 17th congressional district of 
Ohio, has resigned his seat in consequence of do- 
mestic affliction. A new election has been order- 
ed, but the whigs, it is said, will not have a candi- 
date as the district is decidedly in favor of the ad- 
ministration. 

BANK CONVENTION. A convention of several 
of the banks of the Atlantic cities assembled in 
New York on Monday last to deliberate on the re- 
sumption of specie payments. About one hundred 
delegates were present, and it is said, for the meet- 
ings are held with closed doors, that Mr. Meredith, 
of Philadelphia, was appointed chairman, pro tem., 
and a committee appointed to examine the creden- 
tials of members, &c. 

Conjecture is busy as to the result of the deliber- 
ations of the convention, and the impression pre- 
vails that it will not fix upon any period for resump- 
tion. It will serve no practical purpose to insert 
the rumors afloat, but as soon as an official copy of 
the proceedings is published, it shall be laid before 
our readers. 





Mississippi. From the Nashville Banner. A 
correspondent at Manchester, Mississippi, writes 
under date of the 10th inst., that Prentiss and Word4 
the whig candidates for congress, are, doubtless, 
elected by a very large majority over the vote ob- 
tained by Claiborne and Gholson, at the special 
election in July. It is evident, too, (says our cor- 
respondent,) that either of the two whig candidates 
‘for governor would have beaten their Van Buren 
opponent, very far, if but one of them had taken 
the field. 

We understand that Mr. Prentiss, when elected 
will gv to Washington, and if refused his seat will 
make an appeal to the house, the equal to which has 
never been known in the history of contested elec- 
tions. Heissaid to be a gentleman of splendid abili- 
ties as an orator, and with the facts which he will 
carry with him concerning the contest in Missis- 
sippi, his cause will certainly present the mest im- 
posing claims. 











Arratrrs oF CANADA. It will be seen from the 


‘| following that the loyalists and “rebels” have at 


length taken the field against each other, and that 
blood has been shed. We have avariety of accounts 
besides that published below, but they are so vague 
and contradictory that it is almost impossible to ar- 
rive at the actual condition of affairs. We infer, 
however, that the movement of the “rebels” or 
constitutionalists, has been made without concert, 
and that they will soon be compelled to succumb to 
the superior prowess of the loyalists. 

A number of persons arrested at Quebec had been 
admitted to bail. Their liberation subsequently 
gave occasion to a serious of disturbances, on Sun- 
day, 19th inst. It appears that after vespers, a 
number of persons assembled before the houses of 
the released prisoners, to congratulate them on their 
deliverance. They were addressed by Messrs, Chas- 
seur and Morin, and soon after a scuffle began be- 
tween parties of the loyalists and the disaffected, in 
which sundry heads were broken, and various other 
breaches of the peace were committed. The win- 
‘dows of Mr. Morin’s house were broken, and also 
‘those of Messrs. Chasseur and Legare. 

From the Albany Argus. 
| ‘The ball of the revolution in Canada is in motion, 
The following letter from our attentive correspon- 
dent at Burlington, Vt., with the accompanying ex- 
tra, from the Free Press office, shows not only that 
a battle has been fought and lives lost, but that it 
was probably followed by another and more severe 
‘engagement. We have had little doubt that such 





signed his seatas a senator in congress from the state | would be the state of things sooner or later; but it 


of Georgia, Wilson Lumpkin, esq. a friend of the |has been precipitated, and we may look with great 
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interest, not on | for events in that guarter, but for 
Sanguinary results, 
Correspondence of the Albany Argus. 
- Burlington, Nov. 26, 1837. 

Dear sir:—I enclose you in haste an extra, from 
one of our offices, on which you may rely as 
correct; and furthermore, it is expected that but 
few hours after, there must have been an engage- 
ment at St. Charles, six miles from St. Dennis, 
between the Canadians under Papineau, amounting 
to near 3,000, with eight pieces of artillery and a 
detachment of the 1st Royals, amounting to near 
800, with 14 pieces of artillery. Papineau is in the 


old Fort, and has with him two of Napolean’s offi- | 


cers in command. He has also a foundry for cast- 
ing cannons. We are waiting the result anxiously. 
The father of Mr. T. 8. Brown, one of the leaders 
of the French party, arrived here this morning and 
brings this intelligence.” 

Free Press office, Burlington, Nov. 26. 

By the steamboat Franklin, which arrived at 9 
o’clock this morning, we learn that an engagement 
has taken place between 200 of the British regulars 
and the Canadians at St. Dennis, in which the latter 
were successful. The loyalists lost 16 killed and 
wounded, and two brass pieces. Captain Malcolm 
is reported as mortally wounded. The patriot loss 
was not known. 

It appears that the patriots have made a stand at 
St. Charles, about thirty miles below Montreal, and 
are repairing an old French fort. Their number is 
stated at two thousand or more, well armed and fur- 
nished, and that they have eight brass pieces. On 
Wednesday a detachment of eight hundred regulars 
and three hundred volunteers left Montreal with the 
intention of breaking up this post. They landed on 
Thursday, and had taken up their line of march for 
St. Charles. The advance guard, consisting of 200 
regulars, had proceeded as far as St. Dennis, when 
they were attacked by the Canadian populace, and 
after a severe engagement, driven back with the 
loss above stated. 

On Thursday night a steamboat arrived at Mon- 
treal, bringing the bodies of the slain, when a new 
detachment consisting of the entire regular force in 
the city was immediately despatched down the river. 
The next boat will undoubtedly bring us further and 
more decisive particulars, which we shall publish in 
another bulletin. All seems to depend on the result 
of this expedition, as the entire regular force of the 
government is engaged init. The patriots have a 
foundry at St. Charles, and are casting their own 
cannon. 

Report says that the patriot force at St. Charles is 
under the command of two French officers of dis- 
tinction, trained under Bonaparte. Of this, how- 
ever, we have no authentic information. 

The following is a translation, says the New 
York Commercial Advertiser, of the address issued 
by a number of the most influential French Cana- 
dians in Montreal, to their misled countrymen. 

To the habitans of the district of Montreal. 

As magistrates and conservators of the peace of 
her majesty, our gracious sovereign, within this 
district, we believe that it is our duty to anticipate 
the serious events which now threaten the public 
tranquillity, and paternally to warn you of the dan- 
gers to which you are exposed, in allowing your- 
selves to be deceived and led away, as wel! as of 
the punishment which may fall upon you, if you 
persist in maintaining a contest, at once so unequal 
and parricidal. 

Guns have been discharged at officers of justice, 
while in the performance of their painful duty— 
prisoners have been rescued, who had been legally 
arrested, and who should have submitted to the jus- 
tice of the laws. These are heavy offences, and 
will bring down heavy punishment upon those who 
have committed them. 

It is not you, inhabitants of the rural districts, 
naturally of pacific dispositions, who have volun- 
tarily thrown these obstacles in the way of justice, 
but traitors have spurred ona few individuals to 
the commission of acts unworthy of men who 
know how to respect the public welfare and the 
laws. 

We exhort you, not only to refrain from all acts 
of violence, but to retire peaceably to your homes, 
and to your families, in the midst of which your 
tranquillity will never be disturbed. It is in com- 
mitting yourselves to the protection of the laws and 
of the British government, that you will restore 
peace and prosperity to your country. Already we 
are informed that the inhabitants of several purishes, 
who ha‘ suffered themselves to be led away, have 
seen and repented of their error. 


If our admonitions are not listened to—if the | 


voice of reason fails to reach your hearts—it is our 
duty to warn you that the military power and the 
civil government will not be outraged with impu- 
nity, and that the vengeance of the insulted laws 


will be not less terrible than speedy. The aggres- 
sors will become the victims of their rashness, and 
the ruin that will fall upon their heads will be the 
fruit of their own wilful folly. They who would 
urge you on to these fatal excesses, are not your 
real friends. Already they have abandoned you, 
and again they will desert you in the hour of dan- 
ger, while we, who now seek to call you back into 
the path of duty, intend and hope to prove our- 
selves the most zealous and faithful servants of our 
country. 

D. B. Viger, 

Pierre De Rocheblave, 

Louis Guy, 

Edward M. Leprophon, 

Etienne Guy, 

P. E. Leclerc, 


P. J. Lacroix, 
Wm. B. Donegani, 
Charles L. Rodier, 
H. E. Barron, 
Jules Quesnel, 
Felix Soligny. 





From Texas. The news from Texas is not of 
much interest. The Indians had made some hos- 
tile incursions on the western and northern frontier, 
but had been repelled. Mr. Labranche, the charge 
from the United States, had been received by the 
government of Texas in the most friendly manner. 

‘he addresses delivered on his presentation are 
inserted in page 213. 

From Mexico. By aa arrival from Vera Cruz, 
the New Orleans Bee had received complete files 
of Mexican journals to the 16th October inclusive. 
They contain but little of interest respecting the 
politics of the country. We have reason to believe, 
however, that the new administration is far from 
being stable, and that there are in Mexico many 
powerful men who disapprove the policy of presi- 
dent Bustamente. He had hardly assumed the 
reins of government, when the ministry which he 
forined, abandoned him, and left their bureaus at 
the mercy of the first intrigue that should choose 


had expressed for Bustamente, and the apparent 
address. 


cessors of the ministers. That paper merely ob- 


of the new cabinet were unfounded. 


the war of Barradas:— 

“New laurels await us in the fertile plains of 
Texas; prepare to gather them in company with 
your brave comrades of the army of the north.” 





OrFICIAL. 
Nov. 27, 1837. Information has been received at 
this department, from the consul of the U. States 
at Gibraltar, that by a quarantine regulation now 
in force at that port, cargoes loaded at ports of the 
continent of America situated between the equator 
and the 34th degree of north latitude, must be landed 
at some foul Jazaretto, and the vessel must undergo 
expurgation, in order to her free admission at Gi- 
braltar, from the first of July to the first of Novem- 
ber; and that the clearances and bills of health must 
| certify the fact with British consuls’ certificates. 





DInNER To Mr. Betz, oF Tenn., &c. From 
the N. Y. American of the 29th uli. The festival of 
yesterday to Messrs. Bell, Graves, and Underwood, 
at the Astor House, was, perhaps, the most brilliant 

ever given in this city. 

In addition to the two first named gentlemen— 
Mr. Underwood was absent by reason of indisposi- 
tion—there were present many guests, among whom 
were Mr. lVedster, of Massachusetts, Mr. Southard, 
of New Jersey, gov. Pennington, of New Jersey, 
Messrs. Halstedand Aycrigg, members of the house 
of representatives from the same state; Messrs. J. 
'P. Kennedy and Meredith, from Maryland; Messrs. 
| Nathan Appleton and Sturgis, from Boston; Messrs. 
George Curtis and Simmons, of Rhode Island; Mr. 
Granger, Mr. M. Sibley, and Mr. P. R. Livingston, 
of New York, and the Rev. Orville Dewey. Nu- 
merous letters, from gov. Everett, from Mr. Philips, 
of Salem, Mr. Etliott, mayor of Boston, and other 
eminent individuals in different parts of the union, 
apologizing for their absence, were received, and in 
the course of the evening read, with the toasts, 
which, for the most part, they enclosed. 














It was not till half past seven o’clock tiat the din- 
ner was served—that late hour being rendered neces- 


| sary by the previous occupation of the great din- 





Department of State, Washington, | 


| 


| 


———— 
ing-hall of the Astor House for its daily ordinay,. 
and we may add, by the sumptuousness of the few? 
itself, which required much time and care for os 
due preparation and arrangement. am 
ine following gentlemen presided at the dinner 

President—Ogden Hoffman. 

Vice prestdents—Philip Hone, Charles A. Dayis 
M. H. Grinnell, J. W. Webb, Charles King, M, (’ 
Patterson, Edward Curtis, and R. M. Blatchforq. ” 

There were no regular toasts—but the presiding 
officer first, and then the vice presidents in suc. 
cession, gave toasts calculated to call out the dis- 
tinguished guests present. 

Mr. Bell, in reply toa toast from Mr. Hoffman 
spoke with great animation and ability, as did Mr. 
Granger, governor Pennington, Mr. Southard, My. 
Kennedy, and Mr. Sturgis. 

To Mr. Webster, as one at home among us 
bound to us by ties of kindred, and even more by 
gratitude for eminent services, and by warm atiec. 
tion, no toast was given till late in the evening, 

But when the toast was given by the Chairman 
in his happiest manner, and when the compliments 
he so justly and so eloquently poured forth to Mas. 
sachusetts and her distinguished son, the champion 
of the constitution, fell upon the delighted ears of 
that assembly, of whom, late as it was, no one 
scarcely had moved—for they knew Daniel Web- 
ster was to speak—there burst forth such applause, 
as belongs to few men to merit—to fewer still to 
receive when merited. 

At the close of the cheering, Mr. Webster rose, 
and for nearly two hours held the audience in un- 
broken admiration, by a discourse which touching 
almost all the prominent topics before the nation as 
witha ray of light, and yet dwelling upon none soas 
to fatigne—constituted at once areview of the past, 
and an exhortation for the future—so clear, so elo- 


to seize them. This desertion appears more singu- | quent and so patriotic, as to command the assent of 
lar on account of the friendship which those men; all judgment and all hearts. 


The conclusion of Mr. Webster’s speech was 


devotion with which they had served his cause. | eloquent, even beyond his previous efforts—and the 
The cabinet entire sent in their resignation with an | throbbing bosom of every American present, told 
_how deeply, how purely, they felt his noble, his 

The Diario makes no remark on this act of resig- | inspiring tribute of affection and attachment to 
nation and gives no intimation respecting the suc- | this his own, his native land. 


We know not whether there is any chance of 


serves that the resignation having been offered to| having his speech, and others delivered at this me- 
the president only on the day before (the 13th) he | morable meeting, published—but if they be pub- 
had as yet decided nothing on the subject, and of | lished as delivered, and without losing their fire 
course that all rumors respecting the composition | and spirit, it will constitute such reading as is not 


' often met with. 


An idea is still held out of an invasion of Texas. | ; 
President Bustamente, in a harangue tothe soldiers | pics he treated—save only his solemn declaration 
on the occasion of a national fete, thus addressed | on one point now under discussion by a large and 
them, after complimenting them on their success in| respectable convention here—that of the currency. 
|He said most emphatically, that duty and honor, 


' 
' 





| 


| 


' 





We shall not even essay to name the various to- 


and whig principles and whig faith, required the 
earliest possible resumption of specie payments— 
and that in judging of the period for that resump- 
tion expediency was not the main consideration, but 
moral obligation. 





Corporations. There have been chartered 
since 1776, in Pennsylvania, 1,142 incorporations 
for every variety of purpose—the principal of which 
are, turnpike companies, 248; banks, 78; bridges, 
102; literary institutions, 116; religious societies, 
118; towns, 152; canal and navigation companies, 
52; insurance companies, 41; rail roads, 78; chari- 
table societies, 18; coal companies, 12; manufac- 
turing companies, 22, &c. 





PENNSYLVANIA DIVIDENDS. The auditor gene- 
ral of the state of Pennsylvania has made a state- 
ment, from which it appears the state has received 
dividends from incorporations not possessing bank- 
ing privileges, as follows: “4 
From turnpike companics, $13,164 70 

Bridge companies, 19,996 50) 

Navigation company, Schuylkill, 12,250 00 

Loan company, Mechanics and 
Tradesmen's 

Coal company, Delaware, 


411 09 

1,474 80 

$47,297 09 

The Pennsylvania canals will be closed on and 

after the 4th December next, by order of the canal 
commissioners. 








Tue Britisu provinces. From the Boston Dat- 
ly Advertiser. A detatchment of the 43d regiment 


set out from St. John, N. B. for Quebec by way of 


Fredricton, and the Madawaska territory, 4 few 
days ago. The New Brunswick papers mention 
some other movements of the troops. The Bangor 
Whig mentions a rumor, that an express had heen 
sent to Washington from the provincial government, 
to obtain permission for the transport of 10,000 
British troops from Halifax and New Brunswick, 
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through the state of Maine, destinec to Quebec and | would embark in steamboats for their new homes. 


Montreal. This is a much greater number of 
troops than the British government has in those 
rovinces; but such a number as they may have 
occasion to send to Canada at this season might 
undoubtedly accomplish the march with much 
reater ease by the route of the Kennebec river, 
through Maine, than by way of the Madawaska. 
We have not yet heard of the closing of the naviga- 
tion of the Guif of St. Lawrence by the ice, but it 
js probably frozen over by this time. 


LATE FROM Fioripa. St. Augustine, Nov. 14. 
Sam Jones is now considered the whole head and 
front of the Seminole war. Those who know him 
represent him as a “great rascal.” Our readers will 
recollect that some time last spring, after the capit- 
ulation of Micanopy, some negroes came in who re- 
ported that the Seminoles had deposed Micanopy, 
and had elected Sain Jones in his stead. It is re- 
ported that the Micasukies are determined to remain 
in the country at all hazards. [ Herald. 

The Florida returned from Musquito on Sunday 
jast. Brig. gen. Hernandez and suite came passen- 
gers. Twenty-one negroes, belonging to Messrs. 
Cruger and Depeyster, inaj. Heriot, and the estate 
of maj. Woodruff, were brought up in the Florida. 
The negroes state that a large number of Indians are 
assembled near Indian river, ready to fight. 

Two Indians were brought into town yesterday 
who were captured on the west side of the St. John’s. 
They confirm the report of the negroes who were 
brought from Musquito, that the Indians are con- 
centrated and waiting fora fight. They say they 
are in number about two thousand. [ 1d. 

The last advices state that the troops collected at 
Tampa Bay, amounting to about 2000 men, had 
marched into the Indian country. We have little 
doubt that the war will be finished this campaign, 
without much opposition on the part of the Indians. 

[NV. O. Bee. 





PRIVATE LIBRARY. There is one private library 
in this country, exclusively American, which we 
would give a splendid Illinois farm to possess. It 
consists, as we are told, of upwards of seventy 
large quarto volumes, and all by the same author. 
That author came into public life before he was of 
lawful age, and has been in public life with few in- 
termissions, ever since. He has travelled in many 


countries, and speaks many languages. He has}! . I 
_important to me, and not destitute, I believe, of in- 


held high stations abroad, and the most exalted at 
home. He has formed acquaintances with the 
most illustrious scholars and statesmen of Europe, 
for the last half century—and with all the affairs 
and men of his own country in his knowledge he is 
most familiar. From the moment of his first en- 
trance into public life, until the present time, he 
kept a written record of the events of each day of 
his life; and the whole of his “life and times,”? now 
extends, as above mentioned, to more than seventy 
huge quarto volumes. Need we name the author? 
None can mistake the man. The able, the fearless, 
the learned, the dauntless Joun Quincy ADAmMs. 
No other American would have performed such a 
labor. No one else could have done it as he has 
done. What an inheritance will that work be to 
the future historian, the politician, the antiquary! 
We should like much to look into it, even now. 
What a mass of manuscript for a single hand and 
What a variety of matter! political and philosophical 
—historical and biographical—literature and diplo- 
acy—travelling diaries and cabinet coloquies— 
lectures upon rhetoric, and treatises upon weights 
and measures—ballads, lyrics and anti-masonry! 
What a compound! And alas! how many poor 
lellows, would find themselves metaphorically flay’d, 
could they but run over some of the pages of the 
seventy volumes? [New York Com. 





Unirep States snip INDEPENDENCE. Ex- 
tract of a letter from an officer on board the United 
States ship Independence, dated 

Madeira, October 13, 1837. 

“I expect before you receive this, you will hear 
of the English frigate Pique beating us; which is 
‘rue, so far. She got under weigh with us in 
smooth water, and we sailed in company about ten 
hours, and she beat us about two lengths. She had 
all her ballast and water out, on purpose, and drew 
only fifteen feet of water, while our ship drew 
twenty-three feet. She declined trying us in a sea 
Way. We can out sail any ship in their navy, by 
§'ving us fair play.” [ Phil. U. 8. Gazeite. 

INDIAN EMIGRATION. The entire tribe of Chicka- 
Saw Indians has emigrated from Alabama. The North 
d labamian,printed at Tuscumbia,states that the tribe 


eft that place previous to the 10th instant, under’ 


the charge of col. Upshaw, the emigrating agent, 
and that they had arrived at Memphis, where they 





The place of their destination is bounded by the 
Red river on the south, and the state of Missouri on 
the east. It was selected about 12 months ago by 
a delegation of the Chickasaw chiefs, and purchased 
by the government, of the Choctaws, for the sum of 
$550,000. The country is said to be a desirable 
one. The Alabamian adds: 

“In taking leave of our red brethren and neigh- 
bors, we render them no more than a just tribute to 
their merit, when we say they have always stood 
deservedly high as a nation of Indians. They have 


been both in profession and practice the friends of 


white men. In war, they have always been found 
enlisted in the cause of the government, and not 
unfrequently, their blood has been spilt in support 
of the cause of civilized man? 





INCREASE OF CRIME. From a report made to 
the board of aldermen on Monday evening, it ap- 
peared that the number of complaints made at the 
police offices in this city, during the year com- 
mencing September Ist, 1834, and ending Sep- 
tember Ist, 1835, were 14,548, and that during the 
twelve months following, the number of complaints 
amounted to 15,888, showing an increase of 1040. 


And in the following twelve months, ending the 


Ist of last September, the complaints amounted to 
the frightful number of 18,956, being an increase 
of 3,068 in one year. Of those 18,956, cases 1,089 
were sent to the special sessions, where crimes of 
a minor description are tried, and 4402 were sent 
to the general sessions. The 1,089 cases sent to 
the special sessions have all been disposed of by 
being tried or sent for decision to the general 
sessions, but of the 4,402 cases sent from the police 
offices to the general sessions, upwards of 3,000 yet 
remain unacted on. [Jour. Com. 





CHAPLAIN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
tives. The following letter from the rev. Mr. 
Tuston, to the hon. James Garland, has been com- 
municated to the ‘Richmond Enquirer,” for publi- 
cation: 

Warrenton, Fauquier Co., Va., Nov. 23d, 1837, 
Hon. James Garland, of Virginia: 

My dear sir: The readiness with which you con- 
sented toactas my friend on a recent occasion, 
never to be obliterated from my kindest remem- 
brance, has induced me to venture in this public 
manner to invite your attention to a matter highly 


terest to yourself. 

You are, perhaps, aware, that at the close of the 
extra congress the subject of the chaplaincy for the 
approaching session was frequently mentioned to 
me, ana a wish expressed by some of the members, 
that I would suffer my name to be used in connec- 
tion with that office in December next. 

I am truly grateful for the compliment conveyed 
in this initmation, and sincerely regret that I am 
compelled to deny myself the privilege of serving 
again at the altar of this great and growing nation. 

My engagements with my present charge are 
such as to render it inexpedient for me to absent 
myself for so long a time as will probably be occu- 
pied by the important business of the next session. 

My prayers, however, shall continue to ascend 
to “the Lord of the whole earth,” that the ephe- 
meral vapors which have for a season obscured our 
prospects may be dissipated by the rising sun of re- 
turning prosperity, and that we may once more be- 
come as happy and united as we have hitherto been 
free and independent. 

Be pleased to convey to the members, as oppor- 
tunity may offer, my unfeigned acknowledgments 
for the kindness and courtesy extended to me du- 
ring my short but delightful sojourn at the capitol, 
and believe me, my dear sir, with sincere regard, 
and cordial good wishes, your friend and ob’t serv’t, 

Septimus TustTon, 
Late chaplain to the house of representatives. 





WHIG JUBILEE IN NEW YORK, 
ON WEDNESDAY THE 22D ULT. 

The following account of the great whig festival 
in New York, is compiled from the Express and 
the Journal of Commerce. 

At this late hour of the night,—this early hour in 
the morning rather, in which this article is written,— 
overcome with the fatigue of this great celebration, 
we have neither the time nor the spirit to dilate 
upon its magnificence, or the glorious triamphs of 
eloquence to which it has given birth. Masonic 
Hall, from 12 o’clock to 4 o’clock, P. M., rang with 
peals of eloquence as loud and as inspiring as were 
ever heard in any Hall, at any time, from so many 
different men. From Maine to Maryland, delega- 
tions powerful in numbers, and powerful in intel- 
lect, honored us with their presence;—and among 
these names will be found many of the most able, 








and eloquent, and practical men in the United States. 
They stamped the day with a dignity and lustre that 
makes it, hereafter, an epoch in the history of New 
York. 

The dinner at Niblo’s, given to the delegates by 
the whigs of the city, was indeed a feast of reason 
and flow of soul. The delegates all expressed 
the liveliest satisfaction with their hospitable enter- 
tainment. Every thing passed off in harmony,— 
with nothing to mar the concord of the associated 
whigs. Ogden Hoffman answered for the whigs 
and the young men of the city of New York. 

The weather was not auspicious. The day was 
wet and drizzly, which much interfered with the 
intended brilliancy of the preparations. However, 
the whigs made themselves happy in-doors,—at 
various hotels, and dinner parties in the city. 
Take it all in all, it was one of the greatest 
days .New York has ever seen. It will ever be 
remembered with pride and joy. It was a fit cele- 
bration of the unexampled revolution we have won. 

Of the many gentlemen, whose names, opinions, 
and speeches appear in our journal to-day, we must 
beg pardon for many errors. We trust (3 o’clock, 
A.M.) aconfused mass of copy to our compositors, 
and it must abide its destiny. 

At eleven o’clock, notwithstanding the inclemen- 
cy of the weather, the delegations from the different 
states began to be announced at Masonic Hall. The 
first that entered the saloon, were the committees 
appointed by the town meeting of Philadelphia, 
headed by the mayor of that city, and a delegation 
from the whig young mnen, headed by their chairman, 
R. F. Conrad, esq. The delegations from other 
parts of the union soon after appeared at the Hall, 
and were each welcomed with the cheers and huz- 
zas of citizens, as they were severally announced. 

The delegates who presented themselves were as 
follows:— 

Pennsylvania. From Philadelphia, 104 members: 

Delaware. From New Castle 1; Wilmington 6. 

Connecticut. From Norwich 14; New Haven 26; 
Waterbury 1; Danbury 1; Norwalk 1; Groton 1; 
Hartford 15; Lyme 2; Litchfield 1. 

New Jersey. From Trenton 7; Jersey city and 
Bergen county 15; New Brunswick 21; Newark 20; 
Bellville and Essex county 5; Morris county 6; Pa- 
terson 21; Rahway 9; Orange 5; Hoboken 13. 

Massachusetts. From Boston 13; Medford 2. 

Rhode Island. From Providence 22. 

Maryland. From Baltimore 57. 

Maine. From Portland 7. 

Vermont. From Burlington 5 

New York. From Brooklyn 24; Richmond coun- 
ty 13; Albany and Troy 20; Green county 6, Utica 
7 


The delegations were distinguished by badges of 
various colors, furnished them by the committee of 
76 of this city. 

The meeting was opened by his honor the mayor, 
with the following address: 

Whigs of our sister states, we extend to you the 
hand of fellowship, we greet you as brethren; we 
are united with you in the bonds of political broth- 
erhood and by the ties of political amity. Citizens 
of a common country, inheritors of a common patri- 
mony, our cause is your cause, our fortune is your 
fortune, our destiny is your destiny. 

Honor to all who unite their hearts or their hands 
in this joyful jubilee. We bid you all weleome— 
thrice welcome to the halls—welcome to the hos- 
pitalities of our homes, and to our festive boards— 
welcome to the honors and enjoyments of this glo- 
rious day. The blood which courses through your 
veins is American blood—and the spirit which ani- 
mates you, is the spirit which immortalized our re- 
volutionary sires on the heights of Bunker Hill, on 
the plains of Saratoga, and of Yorktown, and finally 
gave liberty toa new world. Welcome to our city, 
to our state, to a land whose rivers and whose lakes, 
whose plains and whose valleys are consecrated by 
deeds of valor in the cause of freedom. Yes, fel- 
low-laborers in our country’s welfare, we welcome 
you to a people whose fathers fought side by side 
with yours, and as upon the battle field our fathers 
were united in the toils and sacrifices and the tri- 
umphs of war, so their souls this day unite in com- 
memorating bloodless victories of peace, victories 
and triumphs achieved by the irresistible patriotism 
and power of an unconquerable people—a people 
who are unalterably determined that for ages to 
come ‘*New York”’ shall be 

«A lofty name, 
A light—a landmark on the cliffs of Fame.” 

The mayor proceeded to call the chairman of the 
various committees. 

Mr. Neal,of Maine, addressed the meeting, in an 
animated and eloquent speech. He said it was im- 
possible for him to express the feeling that pervaded 
the state of Maine at the reception of the news of 
the New York victory. The moment the joyful 
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announcement was made, the streets were illumi- 
nated, and shouts of joy resounded in every quarter. 
He alluded to that interesting period of the revolu- 
tionary war, when our forces were compelled to 
evacuate the city of New York; of the retreat of the 
forces in the neighborhood in consequence, and of 
the important events which resulted from the perse- 
verance and energy of the great men who directed 
the movements of our little force, by the check 
given to the enemy at the Delaware, and the suc- 
cessful issue of that operation. It was a parallel 
case of the victories gained by the whig cause in 
Maine, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and the 
check given to the enemy in New York at the late 
election. Mr. Neal concluded his remarks by ex- 
hurting the whigs to maintain the ground they had 
acquired by their victory, and not to be too confi- 
dent of success at the next conflict, and be unpre- 
pared to meet it, lest the tide might roll back and 
overwhelin them in their imagined security. 

The address was responded to by the most enthu- 
siastic applause, and three cheers for the state of 
Maine. 

Mr, Charles Adams, of Vermont, being called 
upon in order, expressed his inadequacy to repre- 
sent the enthusiasm which every where prevailed 
in his little state—not only whigs had rejoiced at the 
rlorious results of the New York election, but even 

acksoninen had said amen to the victory. 

Mr. Curtis, of Rhode Island, stated to the meet- 
ing that the hen. Tristram Burges had been appoint- 
ed chairman of R. I. delegation, but was unavoida- 
bly detained. He presented the gratulations of the 
whigs of his state to New York—they had both 
fought and had both conquered inthe same glorious 
cause. 
problem began to be doubted that men were com- 
petent to govern themselves. The election of Rhode 
Island took place previous to the going forth of the 
president’s message; had the election taken place 
after the promulgation of that inonstrous document, 
the majority would have been as great in Rhode 
Island as it isin New York. 

Col. Winthrop, of Massachusetts, appeared next 
upon the platform, as one of the delegates from 
Boston, authorised by his whig brethren of that 
piace to present the felicitations of the whigs of 
Massachusetts at the result of our election, an- 


guaye, said Mr. W. cannot express the triumphant | 


thrill of joy that the announcement of the success of 
the whigs of New York produced upon the people 
of old Massachusetts. It was not to exult overa 
vanquished enemy that they had come from Faneuil 
Hall to the commercial emporium of the union; it 
was to rejoice for the re-establishment of sound 
principles. Severe as had been their trial in Mas- 
sachusetts, they would have borne still more; had 
they been steeped in poverty and affliction to the 
very lips by any dispensation of heaven, the people 


of Massachusetts would have suffered it without a' 


murmur. It was to resist the tyrannical will of 
one man that they had taken the field. Like their 
fathers in the great struggle for freedom, they were 
prepared to exhaust not only their treasures and 
their whole substance, but they would yield up even 
the coinings of their hearts and the currency of their 
blood in such a struggle. Mr. W., after one of the 
most eloquent and soul-stirring addresses "that ever 
resounded in that hall, concluded by offering the 
congratulations of the state of Massachusetts, and 
extending the right hand of fellowship to the pa- 
triotic and regenerated state of New York. 

This address was responded to by the most deaf- 
ening and tumultuous cheering. 

Mr. Swift, mayor of Philadelphia, next addressed 
the meeting. I came not, said Mr. Swift, to share 
your victory, but to rejoice with yon. If I hada 
tongue that Cicero is said to have had, the present 
is a subject that my speech cannot master; it was a 
subject that interested not only the citizens of our 


own country, but of the worldat large. The people | 
have risen in their might—will stand, and raise 


such a revolution as will render the name of Van 
Buren forever insignificant. 
this victory to our common country, are inconceiv- 
ably great. ‘This was a theme that, if the occasion 
permitted, he could speak forever. 

Mr. Conrad, as one of the representatives of the 
whig young men of Philadelphia; Mr. Jackson, from 


Newark; Mr. Meredith, of Maryland; hon. Mr. | 


Naudain, of Delaware, and Mr. Flagg, mayor of the 
city of New Haven, severally tendered the congrat- 
ulations of their respective constituents,"and ad- 
dressed the meeting in speeches of considerable 
Jength, which were received with shouts of applause. 
We shall endeavor to givea report of theirspeeches 
hereafter. 

The hon. Francis Granger, of Cayuga, next ap- 
peared upon the platform, and was hailed with nine 
cheers. Mr. Granger, after expressing his acknow- 
ledgments in behalf of the city of New York, to 


It was a time to fight, be said, when the. 


The consequences of 


the various delegations, remarked that there was a 
time in New York when, in order to stop the ene- 
iny, it was necessary to raise the drop of the Cayu- 
ga bridge; a few smugglers, indeed, had swam the 
lake and gained footing on the other side. The 
west has been heard but in breezes; when next you 
hear from her, it will be like the roar of her cataracts. 
Mr. Granger, after a most enthusiastic and brief 
address, sat down amidst the plaudits and reiterated 
cheers of the assemblage. 

The meeting then, at the instance of the mayor, 
adjourned, and the different delegations invited to 
proceed to the saloon at Niblo’s garden, and partake 
of the hospitalities of the city. 

BANQUETING SCENE. 

As soon as the meeting at Masonic Hall had ad- 
journed, which was about 4, P. M. a procession was 
formed of the various delegations, to Niblo’s saloon, 
where the tables were prepared for nearly a thou- 
sand persons. Never in the history of New York, 
has so great a feast ever been provided. The ma- 
nagers had selected the largest room that could be 
found in our city, and large as it is, it did not ac- 
commodate one fourth of those that were desirous 
to be present, but as there were about eight hun- 
dred delegates from different towns and cities, only 
a few of our citizens could be present at the feast. 
The room was decorated in the most splendid man- 
ner with flags, and the tables covered not only the 
whole floor, but the galleries. It is impossible to 
describe the animated scene that was presented. 
To the committee, great credit is due for their ju- 
dicious arrangements. Notwithstanding the confu- 
sion that necessarily attends a crowd were thou- 
| sounds are collected, we believe every delegate was 
provided with his seat in a proper place. The 
chair was taken by the mayor, assisted by Philip 
Hone, P. W. Engs, E. Benson, 8. Draper, Joseph 
Blunt, D. Graham, Jr. Wm. S. Johnson, M. M. 
Noah, R. M. Whitmore, D. Ullman, Prescott Hall, 
James Watson Webb, and M. C. Patterson. 

The mayor, on taking the chair, addressed the 
assemblage in a thrilling speech, after which he 
gave the following 

‘\EGULAR TOASTS. 

1. Our country—One in interest, one in renown, 
One in constitution, and one in destiny—*Hail Co- 
| luinbia.” 

2. The state of New York—Her sun is risen, and 
the universal land is gladdened by its brightness. 
‘*Washington’s March.” 
| 3. The state of Maine—That gloriously broke the 
|chains of party despotism, and led the van in de- 
fence of the constitution and laws.—**Sublime was 
the morn when Liberty spoke.” 

4. Vermont—The Thermopyle of the union; her 

rocks and defiles have proved impregnable; her 
Green Mountain boys have never ‘bent the knee to 
| Baal.’’—*+My heart’s in the mountain.” 
5. Rhode Island—Her freemen have staid the ef- 
foris of corrupt government agents, and have given 
an impetus to the cause of our country in this state. 
“Star Spangled Banner.” 

6. Conneclicui—Her common schools and colleges 
have scattered their bright jewels throughout the 
land; she is coming to the rescue.—‘* Yankee Doo- 
dle.” 

7. Old Massachusetts—American liberty! she 
loves to linger beside the cradle where her infancy 
was nursed.—‘*Adams and Liberty.” 
| 8. New Jersey, and her well-tried and worythy sons 
who honor us this day as guests—The spirit that 
chased the Hessian spoilers at Trenton, is still true 
to its ancient fires.—‘*Bonnets of Blue.” 

9. Pennsylvania—A_ state distinguished for its 
practical illustrations of the happiest social systeims; 
for its enterprising spirit of internal improvement, 
and for its devotion to republican principles.— 
“Honest men and bonnie lasses.” 

10. Delaware—One of the old continental states; 
distinguished for patriotic services during our revo- 
lntionary war; always consistent, and always tri- 
umphant in her political career.—We’ll fight and 
we'll conquer again and again.” 

11. Maryland—We sympathised in her struggle 
against the united efforts of Jacobinism and loco 
focoism; we rejoiced in her triumphs over thein, 
and we bid a cordial welcome to her distinguished 
sons, now here, toshare in our victory and our joys. 
‘Auld Lang Syne.” 

12. Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Tennessee— 
They set the ball in motion which, rolling from 
west to east, seems destined to make the cir- 
cuit of our land, till it shall have obliterated the 
“footsteps of my illustrious predecessor,” and crush- 
-ed all who walk therein.—‘The Campbells are 

coming.” 

| 13. The conservatives of New York—Who prac- 
| tised what they professed, and proved their devo- 
Hee to country by forgetting party; we applaud 
their conduct and honor their courage. 




















———————.. 

When the serenth toast was announced, Mr Wil 
liam Sturgis of the Boston delegation rose bor 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen:—I wish to p,. 
ven | had one half the power that I have inclina. 
tion to make a suitable response to the toast ‘ehies 
has been given, but though conscious of my ais 
deficiency to execute the task, I will trust ¢§ tal 
indulgence in the few remarks which I am * a 
to ofier. A gentleman from Connecticut, jn ¢ 
remarks he made, spoke of the debt due from Bian. 
sylvania to New York; but there is a debt due tg 
her, not only trom that state, but from every state 
in the union, which sets any value on sound prin. 
ciples. There was a debt due to her from Masga. 
chusetts, but she has paid it! Yes, and paid jx 
in something better than the better currency 
(Cheers.) She has paid it in her own coin. (Lod 
cheers.) She has responded to you by announeins 
the result of her own election. She has trebled the 
whig majority in her house of representatives, anq 
reduced the tory minority to too insignificant g 
number to be worth noticing. And she has closeq 
the doors of her senate against the entrance of » 
single loco foco. (Loud cheers.) The praises of 
old Massachusetts were always music to my ears 
and never so much as now, for I feel that she de. 
serves them. 

I wish that all who are present here conld haye 
been there when we received the intellivence of 
your success, for only by your own eyes and ears 
could you at all realize an idea of the excitement 
which it produced. It burst forth in one loud de- 
lirium of delight which made the welkin ring, It 
was felt like one spark of pleasure which pervade 
the whole community. There was not a true 
hearted whig in Massachusetts, or town, or village, 
or hamlet in all New England, whose bosom did 
not throb with a thrill of joy when he heard the glai 
tidings of the glorious victory which you had 
achieved; when New York awoke from that death- 
like slumber which bound her in the chain of office- 
holders, shook oif the incubus, and asserted those 
principles which are to lead her on to that high de- 
gree of glory whic! now awaits her. 

I have to-night learned that long stories are not 
in fashion, aud I will make mine a short one. 
(Cries of go on, go on.) I intend only to make a 
few references to what you call your city of New 
York, but what I call our city of New York. 
(Cheers.) I say our city, for 1 can speak from ex- 
perience, and say that if there is one spot in the 
United States in which every American, however 
humble, has a common interest, it is the great em- 
porium of our country. She has drawn her popu- 
lation from every state in the United States. [ 
see around me many men of worth and intelligence, 
who came here in order to have a more expanded 
field for the experience and energies which God had 
given them. But while they are here, they never 
forget the ties which linked them to their native 
homes, and thus you will always find the strongest | 
bonds to bind our sacred union. Should a pesi- | 
lence visit your city, there is not a town in all New @ 
England in which some family would not tremble 
for one of its members in New York. Is she not 
then our city, and ought we not to rejoice that | 
she has taken the place which belongs to her in | 
maintaining the principles of our country in oppo- 
sition to usurping power and the oppressors of ov! 


and said: 


¥ 


land? 4 


: b 


I have seen her rise from very small beginnings. 
I have known her when she was little, and have 
seen her ascend to what she is at present. And 
when I would contemplate what is to be, I cannot 
picture to nyself what she may yet arrive at. Bul | 
[ will endeavor to picture the future destiny of ou! 9 
city of New York, and say that a new combina- 
tion of the elements of power has given her an i™- | 
pulse which must guide her upwards, until she a @ 
rives at that high station from which if she turns 
downwards, her fall will be far greater than aly 
human history has ever recorded. _ &£ 
The party broke up after spending an evening, © 
which for hilarity, good humor and the develope- 9 
ment of sound constitutional principles, must lon; © 
be remembered in this city. i 
Several hotels and private houses were illum! 
nated during the evening, and the whole afiai! 
passed off, without the slightest accident or ul 
pleasant occurrence. 7 
The fire works. The committee who made th 
arrangements for celebrating the whig triumph, 4" 
who have closed their labors with the greatest cre © 
dit to themselves, finished their preparations of * 
Thursday evening. The works were the most bril- § 
liant and effective ever exhibited in New York, the 5 
were probably never surpassed in any city ar. 5 
world. The city was divided off into three of : ‘ 
most prominent places—the Park, and the aed i 
ington and Tompkins squares. Three amols Sy 5 
most distinguished pyrotechnists of the coun”. 
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gem 
were placed in authority, with orders to burn as 
much powder—let offas many rockets—fire as many 
oyns—and exhibit as much of the pyrotechnic art, 
ns might sufficiently signalize our glorious whig 
triumph. Messrs. Hall, Edge and Turrell, were 
the artists of the evening. Mr. Hall was stationed 
at Washington square, Mr. Edge at the Park, and 
Mr. Turrell at Tompkins square. Each was mas- 
ter of his art—was ‘jealous in honor,” and strove to 
outdo the other. The rivalship continued through- 
out the evening, with unabated exertions on the 
art of all. The signal rockets, meteoric stars, 
vreen and crimson drops, set off at the Washington 
yarade ground, were answered atthe Park by splen- 
did Bengola lights, green and yellow stars and gold- 
en rain. 

Tompkins square responded with a Saxon cate- 
narium, so called, beginning with a hexagon verti- 
cal wheel, sending forth its Spartan, Ionian, Japa- 
nese, Saxon, and jet marooned Chinese fires. 
Washington square seemed to laugh to scorn its 
rivals which however, so far had eclipsed its effort. 
The Bower of Armida, preceded by rockets and 
streamers, followed. displaying the Chinese gerbs; 
4 beautiful figure of a bower of silver fire, through 
the interstices of which were seen lights of orange, 
purple, cerulean and green; each color representing 
some kind of fruitin every grade of perfection, 
from the blossom to the crimson ripened fruit. 
Mosaic, Jesamine aud Palestine fires appeared in 
the midst of the bower coming from a revolving 
figure of bright fire, and terminating at a point with 
colored stars and golden rain. 


The Park answered with two magnificent pieces 
—one called the Star of Columbia, the other the 
Cross of Malta. The star was, in fact, twenty feet 
in diameter, and seemed to be nearly a hundred. It 


opened with a beautiful rose of crimson, and in 


the twinkling of an eye changed to a bright star, of 


great size and splendor, and finally ended ina feu 
de joie. ‘The cross of Malta, opening with a splen- 


did sun flower, changed to a dazzling Maltesian | 


cross of brilliant fire, and surrounded by four circles 
colored with crimson, orange, emerald and purple, 
and ending with an explosion of marooned cases, 
terminated the second effort at the Park—Washing- 
ton square, nothing daunted, followed in the wake 
with two pieces called the Ethiopean fountain and 
the passion flower. The fountain had all the 
changes of Proteus, and as quick as thought went 
through its variety of mutations. From a dark and 


borders these murderers of Aogs! A requisition 
was made on five counties for troops, viz. Lafay- 
eite, Jackson, Van Buren, Rives, and Pettis. They 
each furnished the number required, and when they 
assembled, in Independence, they were officered as 
follows: one major general, two brigadiers, four 
full colonels, besides lots of lieutenant-colonels, 
majors, captains, lieutenants, chaplains, surgeons, 
&c. &c. There were 98 commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers to command 462 privates, 
being one officer to every four and a fraction men. 
Thus officered, they were marched from Indepen- 
dence, and in a few days fell in with the foe; but 
we must sharpen our pen before we can relate the 


flict with the savage foe. 

On arriving at the tented field, scouts were sent 
out to reconnoitre the Indian encampment. The 
troops were ordered to prepare for deadly conflict; 
and it should be told to the credit of the command- 
ing officer and all under his command, that, during 
this interval of suspense and anxiety, they bore 
‘themselves with the most undiminished courage 
and bravery. The camp of the Indians was sur- 
‘rounded, by a most masterly movement on the 
| part of the troops, and every hope of escape to the 
‘Indians cut off. About the time the general’s 
‘orders were fully obeyed, it was discovered that 
the Indians were disposed to surrender; and, be it 





a single life, or any severe wounds. Nota papoose 
escaped. Jesup may boast of the capture of Oceola, 
for the crafty Seminole would have run away, if 
he had had a chance; but it falls vastly short of 
this achievement. On this ever-memorable day 
all the Indians were taken, amounting, all told, to 
about ONE HUNDRED, being chiefly women, chil- 
dren, and old men; not six young men, ora single 
warrior in the company; all being, with one or two 





‘exceptions, such as were incapable to go out 


hunting 

The captured Indians were, with due solemnity, 
brought before the commanding general, who ad- 
dressed them in a most interesting manner. When 
‘he had finished, the Indians seemed to be much 
affected; and one of them remarked, that he under- 
stood they were to be whipped; and, if so, he 
wished the sentence to be inflicted in the presence 
of the general. General L. assured them that they 
|should not be whipped, but that they would be 
_sent across the line, and they must be careful how 


opaque centre light breaks forth of a variety of they again ventured on the Missouri side. Gen. 


forms, and ends Ina communication to alarge foun- 
tainin Mosaic candles. The passion flower, be- 
ginning in a hexagonal wheel, changes into brilliant 
white, green and Columbian fires, and terminates 
in five pointed fixed stars. Thus ending the second 
round. The third began, when commenced the 
first attempt at Washington square. 

The past efforts and past brillianey and display, 
were but stars to the sun, when compared with the 
(display that followed. A piece called the Cytherean 
glory, and a national piece, honored with the names 
of the temple of liberty and 1776, finished the dis- 
play in this part of the city. The Mosaic columns, 
cascades of silver, fine Grecian crosses with rosettes 
of emerald, were magnificent beyond all description 
but no more than a match for the stars and diamonds 


—the flight of 150 rockets, and the diamond piece | 


which finished the fire works, at the Park. Tomp- 
kins square brought up the rear with a magnificent 
piece called the Chinese Pagoda, representing Chi- 
nese architecture in all its forms, from the com- 
pleted temple to the smallest lattice work. 

Thus ended the fire works, which were seen by 
thonsands at each of the public places we have 


'L. then took charge of the women and children, 
'and assigned to general Wilson the charge of re- 
_moving the men. General Wilson had not pro- 
ceeded far, before he, in direct violation of gene- 
ral Lucas’s pledge, caused, or suffered, we know 
jnot which, the men fo be stripped and severely 
_scourged! Oh shame! where is thy blush? 

| One poor Indian, it seems, was unmercifully 
| whipped, on a charge of having, at some former 
time, stolen one of the soldier’s horses. After the 
whipping, the facts were inquired into, when it 
was ascertained that the horse had strayed away; 
and the owner, meeting with the Indian, offered 
him a blanket if he would find him. . The Indian, 
after much search, found the horse, and returned 
him, when the owner refused to comply with his 
promise. The Indian afterwards watched his op- 
portunity, and compelled the white man to pay 
‘him something. The men having been whipped, 
.and pnt over the line, and the women and chil- 
dren having been disposed of, there was an end of 
this glorious campaign, and the men took up the 
line of march for their homes. 


i 


| Itis proper to remark, that, about the close of 


| 





named. Bands of music were stationed at each of | the war, two companies of U. 8. troops, from fort 


the public places, which added materially to the 
pleasure of the scene. ‘The evening was clear, and 
the stars bright. 


Thus ends the second day of our celebration. 


Now for the climax. Let it be a subscription of ten | 


thousand dollars, raised by the whigs of New York, 
for the benefit of the poor of the city. Philadel- 


phia, it will be seen, has given usa bright example. | 


‘[ Express. 





WAR WITH THE OSAGES. 

From the Missouri Republican of the 20th ult. 

Some time during the past fall, some person or 
persons near West Port, a village near the state 
line, and about twelve miles west of Independence, 
In Jackson county, wrote to governor Boggs that a 
portion of the Osage Indians were over the line, 
and had killed some of the hogs of the settlers. It 
is said that no fears were expressed or entertained 
by the settlers for their personal safety. The go- 
Verner forthwith issued orders to major general 
Lucas, with 560 officers and soldiers of his division, 
to take the field in person, and to expel from our 


| Leavenworth, arrived at the scene of action; and, 
'to their honor be it said, acted as mediators on be- 
|half of the Indians. The troops were out about 
| two weeks altogether, and have left upon the face 
of the country a mark that will make them be long 
jremembered. They were all mounted men, and, 
| when opportunity afforded, they made furious at- 
tacks on the corn fields and crops, beeves and hogs 
| of the settlers, who, generally, being young begin- 
‘ners, had but little or nothing to spare. These 
they literally used up; and many families, we are 
informed, were left without the wherewith to live 
upon during the coming winter. The things were 
seized upon for the public service, and the owner 
turned over to the empty coffers of the state for his 
pay. The Indians in ten seasons would not have 
created as much distress as this two weeks’ cam- 
paign has, 

Above, we have given a history of the war; and, 
from the concurrence of the testimony, and the re- 
spectable standing of the individuals who have 
communicated information to us on the subject, 
we are well satisfied that the statements are sub- 
stantially true. 





bravery and courage of this Spartan band in con- 


told, the whole were captured without the loss: of} 


GALE AT BUFFALO, N. Y. 

At Butialo, on the night of the 22d ult. a de- 
structive gale was experienced, by which many 
human lives were lost. During the evening the 
‘town had been iiluminated, and rejoicings taken 
place in honor of the victory in the state. The 
Bufialo Journal says: 

All this time the wind was increasing in fury, 
till people could hardly keep their footing in the 
_streets—and the water rising to an unprecedented 
height about the docks, and the lower part of the 
‘city. Amid the roar of the winds and waves, were 
heard the shrieks of drowning wretches, men strug- 
gling with the rising waters, and little children 
waked from their warm pillows by the flood, from 
which, amid the storm and darkness, there was no 
escape. ‘These persons resided in some miserable 
shells of buildings on the exposed neck of land be- 
tween the creek and the lake. The common coun- 
cil of the city directed two years ago, that no 
houses should be built there unless they were, bas- 
ed on good brick or stone foundations at least eight 
feet high. The title to the land is disputed in 
many instances, and temporary buildings have 
been put up on blocks at the four corners, and se- 
veral families had gone into them for the sake of 
obtaining possession. It has been a wonder that 
| they would risk their lives in such frail tene- 
| ments, for from their appearatce one would ima- 
gine thata common wind would prostrate them. 
Some of these this morning were floating about the 
harbor, while here and there lie the brokeu frag- 
ments of those that were not strong enough to re- 
sist the force of the inundation. Some ten or 
twelve houses—pait of them uninhabited—were 
washed completely from their foundations across 
the creek, and are now strewed about in every di- 
rection. Several vessels were stranded high and 
dry, on the beach. The schooner Edward Ban- 
croft lays up in the centre of Ohio street. She 
even dragged her anchor some distance up into the 
city. The steam ferry boat lays high aground, 
and considerably damaged. The QO. P. Starkie, 
the Brandywine, and the Texas, schooners, were 
driven on shore, but not materially damaged. 

The loss of life—the most dreadfui portion of the 
catastrophe—cannot, at present, be ascertained. 
Five bodies have been brought to the watch house, 
but many probably are not discovered. Those are 
two children of John Germain, a young man, name 
unknown, the wife of Wm. Judson, and a colored 
woman. Wm. Judson lived in a house near the 
stone building, foot of Mechanic street. When ‘his 
house was destroyed, his two children were in bed, 
and have not yet been found. He and his wife got 
on the canal bridge, where she perished of the cold 
and he escaped by swimming to a pile of boards, 
from which he was rescued. We saw him this 
morning, wrapped ina quilt, looking among the 
wreck of his dwelling, which had floated into the 
canal, for the bodies of his children. 


Many other vessels, steamboats, &c. are more or 
less damaged, as well as most of the warehouses on 
the docks. ‘The loss of property is difficult to esti- 
mate. It is strewed in every direction. About 
twenty-five builcings, such as we have described, 
were either totally destroyed, or torn from their 
foundations by the flood. 

Several vessels and steamboats must have been 
on the lake, where it was hardly possible for any 
thing to live. It is rumored that the Cleveland 
went down the river, and is safe, 

We wait anxiously for further particulars. 

P.S. The New England steamboat came in 
this morning. Reports—left Cleveland at 2 P. M, 
yesterday, in company with the Constitution; the 
latter is not yet heard from. The New England 
rode out the whole gale without damage. The 
schooner Jas. G. King came in last night. She 
reports schooners, Panama, Virginia, Favorite, and 

3randywine outside. The latter beached—the rest 
have not yet been heard from. 

A woman in one of the houses clung to the win- 
dow-sill, with the water up to ber chin, and sup- 
ported her three children, who clung to her back,— 
but these one after another dropped off: the last but 
a short time before aid reached her, at 4 o’clock this 
morning. Another woman came safely across the 
creek on astick of timber, with her infani in her 
arms. A man left his family on the roof of his 
house, and swam fora boat to take them off. It 
was the last he ever saw of them. 














TEXAS. 
RECEPTION OF HON. ALCEE LA BRANCHE. 
From the Houston Telegraph of October. 

In senate, October 24, 1837. The senate met 
pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Wharton from the 
committee appointed to wait on the honorable 
Aleee La Branche, reported that they had waited 
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upon that gentleman, and that he would visit both 
houses of congress in the representative hail at 12 
o’clock, this day. ‘The bill regulating post offices 
and post roads, passed a final reading; when on 
motion a committee of the house having invited 
the senate to their chamber, the senate proceeded 
to the represegtative hal), where they remained a 
few moments when the charge d’ affaires, Mr. Alcee 
La Branche was announced; after he had taken his 
seat within the bar of the house, Mr. Wharton who 
had been appointed to make some remarks upon 
his reception, rose and said: 

Srr: In the name, and at the request of the con- 

ess of this republic, I rise to greet and welcome 
(as I do with all my heart,) your arrival among us. 
That arrival is a confirmation, in all its parts, of 
our recognition as an independent government and 
people. This, sir, is the proudest and happiest 
moment of my life; it transports me back to the fond 
recollections of country and of youth, and awakens 
feelings too deep for utterance. 

We rejoice to know and to acknowledge that our 
parent country has been the first to take us by the 
hand, and admit us into the great family of nations. 
We will endeavor to prove ourselves not unworthy 
of the kind notice which has been extended to us. 

I would offer equal injustice to the government 

ou represent, to your own honor and understand- 
ing, and at the same time violate all the laws of 
diplomacy, and derogate from our own national 
dignity, by pretending to assert that the United 
States of the north have, by recognising our inde- 
pendence, permitted feeling to usurp the empire of 
reason, of precedent, or of principle, or have, in the 
slightest degree, deviated from that line of recti- 
tude and law which has always regulated their con- 
duct towards other nations, struggling like our- 
selves, for freedom and independence. Thanktul 
and grateful as we are, sir, for that intensity of 
sympathy and interest which, since the commence- 
ment of our righteous contest, has been felt and 
manifested by the people of the United States, as a 
people, whenever there was a votary of liberty 
with a heart to feel, an arm to strike, or a head to 
comprehend! Yet, sir, we are also thankful that 
the unconquerable energies and heroism of those 
who battled in our cause, placed our infant repub- 
lic in such a situation as to justify our parent 
country in recognising our independence, not asa 
matter of feeling, but as a matter of right and abso- 
lute justice, and in entire accordance with previ- 
ously established principles. 

My happiness on this proud occasion, sir, infi- 
nitely augumented by a holy confidence that the 
two republics, from a sameness of language, blood, 
origin, laws and form of government, will continue 
for ages, forever, I will say, in the utmost amity, 
and in the national interchange of social and com- 
mercial relations, mutually beneficial, if indeed the 
star-spangled banner does not again extend over us 
its sacred protection, reuniting us to that land to 
which we are already bound by the indissoluble ties 
of nature, of national pride, and the most sacred pa- 
rental reminiscenses. But whither are my feelings, 
my hopes, and my anticipations leading me? I am 
unconsciously approaching a subject as boundless 
as it is dear to the soul. I must pause, and con- 
clude the pleasing task assigned me, by again and 
again, alike in my representative and individual 
capacity, hailing and welcoming your presence in 
the capital of our infant republic. 

Mr. Labranche replied: 

Sir: It is with the highest gratification that I 
receive the hearty welcome of the congress of 
Texas, as charge d’affaires of the United Sates near 
this young and growing republic. I feel proud at 
having been chosen to confirm to you, in my offi- 
cial capacity, the acknowledgment of the indepen- 
dence of Texas by the United States. 


You have, sir, interpreted in its true light the po- | 


licy of my government in recognising your inde- 
pendence; a policy that has been, on similar occa- 
sions, the invariable line of her conduct towards 
other nations. 

The revolution of Texas is another striking proof 
of what a people can achieve when they fight for 
their sacred rights and privileges. The glorious 
battle of San Jacinto has terminated your struggle 
with Mexico, and a new and brilliant star now il- 
lumes the horizon of liberty. 

May the gallant people of Texas, under the shade 
of their laurels, enjoy the blessings of a long and 
durable peace. 

You may depend, sir, on my full co-operation in 
riveting the bonds of friendship between two coun- 
tries, to which proximity of territory, conformity of 
interests, and the ties of nativity, recommend a mu- 
tual confidence and esteem. 

In concluding my reply to your eloquent address, 
allow me, sir, to avail myself of this opportunity to 
express my great admiration for the hero now at 
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the head of your governijent: a station which he 
has so well deserved by his valor, courage, and 
patriotism. 

When he retired, admidst the cheers and plaudits 
of a crowded audience. The senate then with- 


drew; when, on motion, the senate adjourned until 
to-morrow, 10 o’clock. 





THE LATE SENATOR KENT. 

The tollowing sketch of the life of the late Dr. 
Joseph Kent, whose melancholy and sudden death 
we announced in a postscript to our last number, 
will, it is believed, be interesting to many of our 
readers who had not the happiness of personally 
knowing him: 

The career of the deceased offers an encouraging 
lesson to his young countrymen, teaching them how 
men of strong minds and virtuous resolutions may 
be elevated to trusts of high honor and usefulness, 
without those dazzling qualities which are by too 
many regarded as indispensable to success in public 
life. 

Dr. Kent was born on the 14th of Jan. 1779, in 
Calvert county, in the state which he so faithfully 
represented at the time of his death. 

His parents were of the first respectability, pos- 
sessing an estate which afforded the means of in- 
dulging a disposition for hospitality and kindness, 
in a degree which was remarkable even where 
these virtues could at that time be said to charac- 
terize a sincere and unsophiscated people. His ed- 
ucation is understood to have been limited, like 
that which is usually acquired at country grammar 
schools. From one of these, in the immediate 
neighborhood of his excellent parents, he passed, 
at the age of fifteen, to the study of medicine, and 
qualified himself to commence the practice of that 
arduous and responsible profession at the age of 
twenty. 

In May, 1799, he became professionally associat- 
ed with Doctor Parren, of Lower Marlborough, 
and so continued until 1801, when a misunderstand- 
ing taking place between them, in consequence of 
the zealous and very efficient part taken by Dr. 
Kent in favor of the republican party, in the warm 
political contest which agitated the whole country 
at that period, the partnership was dissolved. So 
determined was the younger partner in his political 
principles, that, young as he was, he took a verv 
decided stand against his associate, and another 
highly respected friend, who had offered as candi- 
dates for electors of the senate, in September, 1801; 
and during his remaining residence in Calvert 
county, he continued to take an active part in the 
political conflicts of the day, characterized, as they 
then were, by more of manly earnestness and can- 
dor, and perhaps more of conscious rectitude and 
patriotism of purpose, on all sides, than at some 
subsequent periods. Yet he did not cease to pur- 
sue, with faithful industry and with high reputa- 
tion, his proper profession, resisting the frequent 
and urgent solicitations of his fellow-citizens to be- 
come a candidate for the state legislature. 

In 1802, death deprived him and a numerons 
family of a father respected through life for his 
integrity and manly virtues; and on the subject of 
this imperfect notice, he being the eldest child, de- 
volved the duty of aiding his exemplary mother in 
the management of the estate, at that time a very 
good one. He became the sole executor, and, to 
his honor be it mentioned, refused not only all fees 
and commissions, but declined receiving any part 
of the real or personal property left by his father. 

In 1806, he removed to his late residence, Rose- 
mount, in Prince George’s county. 

There he continued, as before, to combine a suc- 
cessful prosecution of his profession with his agri- 
cultural operations, from which he accumulated the 
rich avails of sagacious management and indefati- 
gable industry. It was not long after his removal 
to Prince George’s before he was prompted, by the 
demands of his fellow citizens and a sense of duty, 
to take an active part in the political discussions 
which had now become more general and excited; 
and in 1810 he was elected a member of the twelfth 
congress, which assembled on the first Mcnday of 
November, 1811. During that eventful session, on 
the recommendation of the illustrious MApison, 
war was declared against Great Britian, Mr. Kent 
voting in favor of the measure, as well as for all the 
subsequent acts of legislation, deemed necessary to 
its sucessful prosecution. ; 
In congress, he spoke but seldom, but always with 
discretion and effect; always commanding respect- 
ful attention for the soundness of his views, and 
the obvious candor with which they were delivered. 
These were given with a freedom void of asperity 
towards his opponents, in respect of the war, and 
the causes which led us to proclaim it, as well as 
in regard to the manner in which it should be pro- 





secuted, especially in a speech which he delivered 
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in the house of representatives on the ith of pe, 
ruary, 1813. He was re-elected to the thirteents 

; Ath 


congress, and served till the conclusion o 
To the fourteenth congress he was yn 
though a candidate, owing, as it may bes 
to a change of opinion at that time amon 
ple on some great questions of public policy, and 
in a degree, as it was maintained by his political 
associates and supporters, to the number of friend] 
voters, absent at the time (1814) on militia dut at 
Baltimore. y 

In 1815-16 he served a session in the senate of 
Maryland, and in November of the latter year was 
elected elector of president and vice president. be 
1818 he was again elected without opposttion to 
congress, where he continued, always an attentive 
and useful member, until December, 1825, when he 
was chosen governor of his native state. On reach. 
ing Annapolis he undertook to reform the too care- 
less manner in which the executive duties had been 
sometimes discharged; and his measures resulted in 
that order and regularity so essential to the despatch 
of business. His arrangement to meet for business 
on the first Monday of every month, in the recess 
of the legislature, has been found highly useful and 
acceptable, and convenient to the people. 

In what estimation his services were held in this 
to him new, and, in itself, important station, may 
be judged by the very favorable manner in which 
his administration at its close was noticed by the 
public journals, as well as by the fact that the mem- 
bers of the legislature gave him, at the expiration 
of his term, a public entertainment in token of 
their confidence and esteem. The proceedings on 
that occasion, and the sentiments elicited by it, may 
be found in the journals of the day, and bear con- 
clusive testimony to the virtues and the services of 
the man and the magistrate. 

In 1830, to prevent his nomination, our much 
lamented friend declared by letter to the convention, 
that under no circumstances could he consent to be 
a candidate for congress. 

In 1832 he was again elected elector of president 
and vice president, but severe illness prevented his 
meeting the electoral college at Annapolis. 

At the session of 1832 he was elected a senator 
to represent Maryland in the senate of the United 
States for six years fromthe 3d of March, 1833. 


During the session before the last his health was 
precarious, being in fact ill a part of the time. He 
delivered his sentiments on the question of the re- 
moval of the deposites concisely, but with force, in 
a speech which was well received, though made 
under disadvantageous circumstances. He was the 
author of a resolution of importance, and one which 
is probably destined to be revived, to amend the 
constitution ina manner to curtail the executive 
power in respect to the veto privilege; but such was 
the peculiar character of that session as to prevent 
its being finally acted upon. His speech, delivered 
on that question, and now on record, is full of 
sound constitutional doctrine. 


From 1808 to 1825 he filled the various appoint- 
ments under the state authorities of surgeon’s mate 
and surgeon, of major, lieut. colonel, and colonel of 
cavalry, and presided at the first public meeting 
concerning the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, as- 
sembled at Washington, serving as a director ol 
that great enterprise until he declined a re-election. 


Those who have most intimately known the la- 
mented deceased, have observed that, in the midst 
of his various engagements, his favorite pursuit 
was ever that of an agricullurist; in which he was 
eminently successful, increasing his estates in fer- 
tility and dimensions, notwithstanding the time and 
devotion given to public concerns, and atfairs ol 
public duty, which no temptation of private interest 
could ever lead him to neglect. ‘ 

One fact may be mentioned as a remarkable 1n- 
stance of abstinence in one having no small share 
of patronage and influence. Neither for the 
achievement of selfish or family purposes did he 
ever avail himself of it; for, whilst with every admin- 
istration since 1811, except the Jast one, his inter- 
course was on the most confidential and friendly 
footing, yet, with a numerous connection, bis blood 
flows not in the veins of one holder of office. His 
sons were nowhere placed at the public expense. 

More valuable, it may be repeated, even than 
their own personal services, is the example of such 
men as governor Kent, who rise, by industry and 
well-balanced and virtuous ambition, to opulence 
and the highest grades of public honor and useful- 
ness, owing no part of their wealth or distinction 
to the meanness of an avaricious spirit, or to advan- 
tages acquired by indirectness or stratagem. 

The remains of Dr. Kent were yesterday (26th 
ult.) followed to the grave from the family res! 
dence by his mourning kindred, and, besides a large 
concourse of his neighbors and friends, by the offi- 
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cers of the senate of the United States, and the 
ynayor, the ex-mayors, and the presidents and seve- 
yal members of both branches of the city council of 
Washington. A body of sincerer mourners never 
assembled to celebrate the funeral obsequies of a 
beloved friend, snatched from life in the midst of a 
career of unsullied honor, unimpeachable probity, 
and widely extended usefulness [ Nat. Int. 





LETTER FROM LANGDON CHEVES 
ON THE STATE OF THE CURRENCY, &c. 
From the Charleston Mercury. 

Messrs. Epirors: I beg leave to transmit you a 
letter from our fellow citizen Langdon Cheves, esq. 
written to a gentleman of the state of Mississippi, 
on the present state of the currency, and the sub- 
treasury scheme. 

Mr. Cheves has been so kind as to place at my 
disposal this interesting communication. I deem 
jt no unacceptable service to the people of South 
Carolina, to request you to give it a place in your 
columns, that the opinions of one of the most dis- 
tinguished of her sons may be known in relation to 
a project, the absurdity and mischief of which, 
seem, by a peculiar fatality, to be in exact propor- 
tion to its apparent popularity. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 


Pendleton, Oct. 30, 1837. 

Dear srr: I did not receive your letter of the 
11th instant, in consequence of my absence fromm 
home, until a day or two since, and I leave this 
place, which is my summer residence, to-morrow. 
These facts will account for this late reply, and the 
imperfect character of this communication. Tam 
sorry it is out of my power to furnish the newspa- 
per containing my effort to justify iy administra- 
tion of the bank. The only copy I had is either 
destroyed or mislaid. 

You request my views un the subject of a nation- 
al bank, and the proper course of policy in our nation- 
al councils, on the present emergency. It is out 
of my power, under the circumstances before 
mentioned, to do much more than give you my 
opinions and these, coming from one so long and 
so entirely unconnected with the political concerns 
of the country as I am, can be of little value, and if 
of more value, would have little weight with the 
community. But the earnestness with which you 
have requested them, must be my apology for giv- 
ing them, and will, I hope, exempt me from the 
imputation of presumption, in giving opinions un- 
supported by a full exposition of the reasons on 
which they are sustained. 

I am of opinion, that a national bank will not 
aid but embarrass the restoration of the currency 
of the country; and, that, afterwards, it would be 
an institution infinitely dangerous under many cir- 
cumstances and in many views. I admit, that, un- 
der a very wise and circumspect management, it 
might be useful; but itis as certain as any thing de- 
pending on human action and human will, that it 
will not be so managed. Besides, I have no doubt 
congress have no constitutional power to establish 
such an institution; and this, I think, has been the 
clearly expressed judgment of that school of public 
men who claim Mr. Jefferson as their head, and 
who have administered the government for almost 
forty years. The institution of the late bank, was 
a departue from the principles of that school, bad- 


ly justified, or rather lamely excused at the time, | | | ; ine gove 
and particularly of the southern states, requires | that it will diminish the patronage of the govern- 


since generally regretted by them, and finally, by 
themselves, atoned for in the best manner in their 
power, by putting it down. 

In reference to the course of public policy requir- 
ed at this time, there is part of the suffering of the 
country for which there is no legislative remedy. 
The legislature of the nation cannot pay the debts 
of insolvent persons, or aid those who are embar- 
rassed. This evil can only be remedied or miti- 
gated, by the exertion of the debtors. But that ex- 
ertion is embarrassed and even paralyzed, by the 
state of the currency, and it is in the power of con. 
gress to aid greatly in this object and by very sim- 
ple means. 

Unfortunately, the chief magistrate has not only 
abandoned the people to their fate, by not only pro- 
posing no relief, but urging a measure calculated 
to destroy the recuperative powers of the banks and 
the people to work out their own salvation. I have 
no particular intimacy with the chief magistrate; 
but I know him sufficiently to be satisfied that he 
isa man of high talents, well qualified to fill his 
eminent station, and of as pure motives and prin- 
ciples as those of his-accusers: and my wonder and 
astonishment have therefore been excited, as well 
by what he has advised, as by his silence on what 
it was his imperative duty to have spoken at this 
eventful and critical moment. 

_ The sub-treasury scheme, as it has been called, 
18, in my opinion, one of the most unwise and pre- 





| 


| 


posterous measures that could be suggested. It ex- 
hibits an ignorance or disregard of the character 
and circumstances of the age in which we live, and 
an equal ignorance or disregard of the great lights 
and improvements of modern times in finance, cre- 
dit, currency, and the principles of political econo- 
my. We must go back centuries for its prototypes, 
when we will find them in the strong boxes of ty- 
rants and autocrats, who required no divorce from 
the people or their institutions, for whom they did 
not govern and to whom they were not responsible. 
A people jealous of their liberties, it would seem, 


we tnay observe, with a zeal which shuts the eyes 
of its advocates to the claims of a suffering com- 
munity so completely, that they seem willing, in 
order to accomplish it, to trample upon their inter- 
ests, instead of reviving, cherishing and raising 
them up from the prostration in which they lie.— 
The great evil under which the country suffers— 
under which property, commerce, enterprize, in- 
dustry, possession, and even hope, suffer, languish, 
droop, and we might almost say, perish and die, is 
the unsoundness of thecurrency. But to this great 
evil the advocates of the government scheme are 





could not fail to discover, at a glance, the unpopu- 
lar character of such a measure, and its anti-demo- | 
cratic tendency. A school boy, just entered upon | 


totally insensible. One of the fanatics of the ear- 


_ly periods of the French revolution uttered a senti- 


ment like the following: The sacrifice of a million 


his classics, will find the proof in a few pages of| of human lives is nothing in the establishment of a 
Roman history, where he will see Cesar, in the | principle—perhaps the establishment of the Goddess 
capitol, pillaging the public treasure and threaten- | of reason in the place of the only true God and our 
ing with death the guardian of it, who urged the | Saviour. Our wise men witha zeal little short, and 
laws in its defence. Inter arma silent leges, was | an obtuseness of feeling little lacking of those of 
the reply of that usurper, and it is a ready and ef- | the revolutionary zealot, cry aloud fora divorce of 
fectual one for any future Cesar; and will it be | the government from the banks, without designing 
said by a people who love and value their free in- | to consider that it is, in substance, alike a divorce 
stitutions, that there is no danger from an instru- | of the government of the union from those of the 


ment under which we have seen those of a race the 
most renowned for their love and jealousy of their 
liberties, utterly perish. If we look to the dawn 
of modern liberty, in English history;—-if we pur- 
sue it in that history till it was formed into the 
freest government known to the world until we 
ourselves furnished a more perfect example; if we 
regard our own constitutional instruments;—in all 
of them we shall see that the effort is to put the 


states and of the interests of the people,—that its 
tendency is to prostrate those institutions which are 
established by the states, which amount in value to 
hundreds of millions of dollars, which belong to the 
people of the states, and which must furnish the 
currency of the people; that its tendency is to con- 
tinue the unsoundness of that currency, perhaps to 
destroy it, and leave us in its place a miserable pit- 
tance of gold and silver for the uses of the govern- 


them. 


public treasure as much as possible under the guar- | ment strong box, while it will furnish a happy op- 
dianship of the people and not under that of the| portunity to complete our dependence on federal 
chief magistrate; to effect a divorce between him | power, by appending the paper system which is said 
and the money of the nation and not between it and | to be necessary to give completeness to the scheme. 
the people. The last thought has been to put, as,| These, one would think, are awlul evils, which 
I believe, the fable has it, the lamb under the pro- | ought not to be hazarded. But its advocates, in the 
tection of the wolf. Happily our modern lights and | spirit of the revolutionary zealot to whom we 
habits in finance and currency had dispensed with | have referred, disregard consequences, and think 
strong boxes to be placed under the peculiar con- | that all ought to be hazarded or sacrificed to estab- 
trol of the chief magistrates of nations. Happily | lish their principle, to accomplish their divorce; we 
for us there was an absolute, and, we thought, an | might almost say, to put asunder those whom God 
irrevocable divorce between our chief magistrate | bad united; for we can hardly doubt that we owe 
and the public treasure, but, as if governed by in- | those homogeneous relations which tie the states 
fatuation, at the very moment we are, some of us, | and the union so happily together, and which the 
loudly declaiming against this danger, we are about, | zeal of these gentlemen would sever, to the special 
I fear, to commit it to hands created by his word, | blessing of God. 
who live or die, as functionaries, at his pleasure.! We will now enquire, with some precision, what 
and who ean be annihilated by his nod. Might it | this scheme proposes, on what grounds it is sus- 
not as safely be put, in times when our institutions | tained, and whether its tendency is not to produce 
shall be in danger, at once, absolutely in the presi- | the evils which we have deprecated? 
dents own hands?) Who can, in candor, deny it?) The substance of the scheme (independent of 
That jealousy which should guard free institutions | the paper system which it is proposed hereafter to 
generally should be more excitable and stronger | append) is that the public revenue shall be paid in 
with us from the peculiar character of our govern- | gold and silver only, and that for this purpose the 
ments and from the peculiar situation of some of | bank circulation shall be discredited, although at 
| the moment, that paper shall be faithfully redeemed 
We ought not only to guard against the usurpa- | in these metals, and be equally good; and that the 
tion of ambitious men but against the ambition of) public treasure shall be rendered safe by being de- 
the government of the confederacy, under which | posited in vaults under the care of public function- 
we have suffered and of which we are in danger. | aries. ‘The president appears to estimate the ave- 





‘The powers granted to that government were | rage amount of the public deposites at ten millions 


meant only to embrace those that were indispensa- | of dollars. 


ble. They have already been much increased by 
construction, are increasing and ought, if posssible, 
to be diminished. It is wise on the part of all the 
states to limit these powers by the true construc~- 
tion of the constitution as it came from the people’s 


The grounds on which the measure is sustained 
are, that the public receipts and expenditures 
should be collected and paid in gold and silver, and 
that such is the money prescribed by the constitu- 
tion; and that the public treasure will be more safe in 





hands. But the vital security of the weak states, | vaults of the government than in deposite banks; 


that these powers should receive no increase; that | ment; and that it will be a check on excessive bank- 
any dependence of the general government upon | Ing, because, it is said, if the deposites be made in 


the states which exists should be preserved, and, 
one would think, none could be so blind as not to 
see, that dependence on the state institutions is de- 
pendence on the states; but the treasury scheme is 
to make the general government, in the matter of 
the public purse (where the safety and the danger 
of free institutions so "pie are reposed) en- 
tirely independent of the states! This, too, is but 
the premier pas. Already by one of the most dis- 
tinguished advocates of this scheme, a paper sys- 
tem, (is it possible that we are speaking of realities 
and not indulging some dreaming phantasy! ) is pro- 





posed to be appended to it, without which it is al- 
‘lexed to be incomplete. Unite them, and, if it be 
‘an incontrovertible truth that the money power, 
‘possessed without control or limitation, is more 
|than equal to the constitution and the sword (and 


'who will doubt it?) where will be found the secu- | 
‘rity of the liberties and independence of the states | 


banks, these institutions would bank upon them, 
_and thus increase their business beyond proper li- 
“mits. 
Now it seems idle to enquire, but the conduct of 
some of our public men make it necessary, whether 
_the government of the confederacy was instituted 
_ to sustain a formal, literal performance of contracts 
between the executive government and a few in- 
dividuals (who are fattening on the public purse) 
_with whom the government has contracted for its 
supplies, and the employe of that government, or 
for the good of the whole people of the union? 
The scheme of the government, however, is en- 
_tirely devoted to the first object, and if we are right 
in our view, sacrifices the latter to it. But if it 
_were the duty of the government to prefer the in- 
_terests of its particular creditors, so far as to insure 


| them payment in gold and silver, is there any rea- 
son why they should discredit a currency which 


'—of the weak states—of the southern states and of those very creditors would prefer to specie pay- 
‘their peculiar interests which are daily threatened? | ments—namely, a currency which they could, at 
‘Is it, indeed, a time; and are the circumstances of | pleasure, convert into specie? Such will be the 
the time such as to make it wise and prudentforthe currency of the country, when the banks resume 
southern states to put additional power into the | specie payments. As to a constitutional currency, 
hands of the confederacy? This, however strong, | it is palpable nonsense, if it mean that nothing else 
is but a very imperfect view of the political dan-j but gold or silver shall be paid or received under 


Veie tg ey ; 
gers of the government scheme, which is pressed, | the constitution. Wiser men than these who now 
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administer the government, or represent the peo- | but the error was in the details. The money was 


ple, have always held a different doctrine. 


ment; and the federal government which is aifect- 
ing this peculiar delicacy on the point of constitu- 
tionality, is entirely unbound by the constitution. 


We admit, however, that it is morally and in honor 


bound to go as far as the states are constitutionally 


bound to go, but the constitution has nothing to do 


with the question. 


But we return to our general position—if the go- 
vernment was instituted for the people, and not for 


government contractors, and government employes, 


then on what principle sacrifice the former to the 
If for both, which should preponderate? 
The people of the United States now probably 
amount to sixteem millions, and in four or five 
years, before the treasury scheme wiil be fairly in 
operation, will amount to twenty millions. Accord- 
ing to tHe statistics of population, twenty millions 


latter? 


will probably give four millions of productive ope- 


ratives, and these, at the low average, (in this coun- 
try), of one hundred dollars, will give four hun- 


dred millions of dollars of annual productive value. 


down at one hundre 


The value of the propery of the states, if put 


and fifty millions each, which 


must be below the reality, with the estimate of an- 


ive a sum little less 
than five billions of dollars, to be affected in value by 


If the continuance of 


nual production added, will 


the state of the currency. 
an unsound currency affect these objects to the ex- 


tent of ten per cent. it will amount to five hundred 


millions of dollars. Now let the preservation, and 
advancement, and prosperity of these objects be 
compared with the objects ofthe government scheme. 
The government wishes to prt ten millions of dol- 
lars in safe custody. It can get it satisfactorily in- 
sured for fifty thousand dollars per annum, and will 
then pay a high premium. I doubt whether it has 
lost, by banks, since the institution of the govern- 
ment, the last mentioned sum, in the principal com- 
mercial cities, and to these the whole question re- 
fers. 


If any one be dissatisfied with my estimates, let | 
him reduce them as he shall think fit, and there | 
will still be left mighty interests, to be set against 


paltry objects. 


But it is said, the deposite banks have failed in 


furnishing a safe depository of the public money. 
How have they failed? They have failed in com- 


mon with all other banks with no exception what- 
The whole country has failed in the same 
They have fallen, like a strong man under 


ever. 
sense. 
too heavy a burden, but under which he can rise 
again if not held down. In like manner they will 
rise, if not pressed down. Iam no defender of the 
banks. They have all done wrong; they have all 
been guilty. They have all over-traded. But the 


country has enjoyed great benefits even from that 


over-trading. It has filled the sails of commerce, 
it has sped the plough, nerved the arm of industry, 
covered the country with great and lasting improve- 
ments: canals rail roads, and other maguificent and 
profitable structures. It will leave some individual 
victims, but the country has nevertheless been 
greatly the gainer by the over-trading. Time will 


pass away, and when not even a remembrance of 


our present sufferings shall remain, these benefits 


o 


will be fresh and green, and bless generations yet 
unborn. But the deposite banks have not paid their 


bond. They have nevertheless done wonders, and 
under less harsh (shall I not say better informed) 
masters, would probably never have incurred the 
pai 9a of that bond. If the authors of the distri- 


ution law, had possessed a sound knowledge of 
the subject on which they were acting, they never 


would have required these banks to have made the 
distribution in the short time (short with reference 
to the object and circumstances) required. The 
banks did more than could have been expected 
from them, under the difficulties presented. They 
are accused of discounting on the deposites. For 
what did they receive them? Did not the national 
bank do the same? Did not the opposition com- 
plain that they did not do enough? Did not the 
government urge them to extend their loans, to re- 
pel the cry of the opposition? Could they have 
expected so sudden adistribution to be enacted by 
law, under such circumstances? Ought they not to 
have expected the national legislature to have un- 
derstood the first principles of circulation, exchange, 
and political economy; and that for the sake of the 
public good, if not in tenderness to the banks, they 
would have given the time necessary to make 
the distribution, without producing a convulsion in 
the monetary concerns of the country—for nothing 
less could have been expected from the provisions 
of the distribution law. I must not be misconceiv- 
ed. The distribution law was right and proper, 


| 








The | iniquitously drawn from the pockets of the people, 
constitution only forbids the states to make any 


thing but gold and silver a tender in law; which is 
to say, that nothing else shall be a compulsory pay- 


and it would have been iniquitous not to have re- 
turned it to them: but those who directed it ought 
to have understood the effects of such a measure, 
and to have made it so gradual that it might have 
been accomplished without producing a great pub- 
lic calamity. The sudden distribution of the sur- 
plus revenue was the immediate cause of the crisis 
under which the country is suffering, and it is not 
at all extravagant to say, that we might have wea- 
thered the storm without shipwreck, but for this 
single measure, enforced as it was, and the deposite 
banks have fully and faithfully performed their 
office. They have not failed then, but in common 
with all the country, and there is not the least rea- 
son to suppose that they will not, in future, be 
adequate, efficient, and faithful agents of the go- 
vernment, in performing the duties required by it. 
All the circumstances were extraordinary, and form 
no example for ordinary times. They had in depo- 
site, at one time, forty millions of revenue. To 
compare the merits of the government scheme with 
the last practice, we must suppose the government 
vaults to contain forty millions of gold and silver at 
one time! Now will any one be found to advocate 
such a result—yet ten years ago it was as little ex- 
pected, as it is now that a like result will follow ten 
years hence. We ought not to legislate only for 
the hour in which we live. All sound legislation 
should be governed by the past, and look to the 
future. There is no evidence that the government 
has lost a cent by the deposite banks in the com- 
mercial cities; and to those the question must al- 
ways be referred, to be fairly treated, and there is 
little doubt, on the other hand, that under the go- 
vernment scheine heavy losses must be sustained, 
unless it shall be more fortunate in the choice of its 
trustees, than it has hitherto been. 

Another plea for the sub-treasury scheme, is, 
that it will diminish the patronage of the govern- 
ment. There is not an institution of government 
that we should not be called upon to abolish, if this 
were a sound argument. The post office should 
be abolished, so the custom house and land offices, 
and we admit, if they could be dispensed with, it 
tnight be a wholesome restraint upon executive au- 
thority, to abolish them all. The evils, however, 
must be suffered for the corresponding benefits. 
This evil, too, of executive patronage trom the use 
of banks, we ought to suffer, and to take as a com- 
pensation, the benefits they will afford, and, as an 
immense compensaticn, the fact, that they will 
avert thistreasury scheme. But is it true, that this 
scheme will diminish executive patronage? Is it 
not probable, that it will, on the contrary, increase 
it? The latter is my opinion. I have been inti- 
mately conversant for upwards of forty years, even 
from boyhond with banks, and it is contrary to my 
observation, that, except sometimes in the national 
banks that have existed, politics have influenced the 
selection of directors; and I have never known, 
with slight exceptions in the cases before mention- 
ed, any active interference in public elections, by 
bank directors under bank influence. On the other 
hand, I have never known an election in which 
the direct officers of the general government, were 
not active in supporting the friends of the actual 
administration. The officers under the govern- 
ment scheme, who will finally be numerous what- 
ever may be now said to the contrary, will be true 
Swiss, and make up for any deficiency of numbers, 
by abandant zeal and activity. The fair conclusion 
is, I think, that it will increase, not diminish, ex- 
ecutive patronage. But, if the argument were ad- 
mitted in the full extent in which it is urged, the 
consolidating tendency of the government scheme, 
is a danger fifty fold greater than any that can fol- 
low froin any increase of patronage through the 
employment of state banks, as the depositories of 
the revenue. 

Another argument in favor of the scheme of 
government, is, that as the public treasure will be 
locked up in the public vaults, it cannot be em- 
ployed in banking, as it would be if it were deposit- 
ed in banks. Until our day, this would have been 
conceived a great public evil. The president seems 
to have estimated the average of the public de- 
posites at ten millions of dollars. We have seen, 
that they have, at times, been forty millions. As 
the country increases in population, commerce, ma- 
nufactures and wealth, the average must increase 
correspondingly, and it is probable it will, in twen- 
ty years, amount to twenty millions. Now to em- 
bosom twenty millions of money permanently in 
the public vaults (and to the extent of the average 
amount it will be permanently withdrawn from the 
active capital of the country) is just as complete an 
entinguishment of the public wealth, as if the 
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ing excessive banking asis alleged. As to that ef. 

fect, it is altogether immaterial from whence the 

fund is supplied, whether from the seovernment 

deposites or from capital subscribed by stockhold. 

ers. The government deposites will at no tim, 

form a considerable portion of that fund which jg 

the basis of bank loans, and if no other restraint 

be interposed, and the temptation of profit present 
itself, it will be furnished to an unlimited amount 

It is a fallacy then to assert, that locking up in am 
unproductive state, the public money, can have the 
least effect in preventing Lanks from affording ex. 
cessive loans. It will diminish the means of the 
country to employ and encourage industry anq 
commerce, but it will put no restraint upon the ex. 
cesses of banking. 

Thus have I examined the arguments in favor of 
this scheme, which, | think, are entirely fallacious, 
and it appears to me, that, as far as we have view. 
ed it, the whole potency of the measure is to do 
evil, both politically and financially. But its acut- 
est evil is temporary and immediate. The great 
suffering of the country, as before said, is from the 
unsoundness of the currency. The artisan stands 
idle, the agriculturist cannot realize the profits of 
his labor, the merchant dare not adventure, the 
capitalist has locked up his funds. There is a ge- 
neral paralysis. Restore the soundness of the cur- 
rency, and in the place of this inaction, will suc- 
ceed universal activity, and our prosperity will be 
the brighter and more cheering, because it will 
have succeeded this general gloom. The very mo- 
ment is propitious to the accomplishment of this 
happy change. The exchanges are nearly, if not 
quite at par. In afew weeks they will be in our 
favor. There will be no demand for specie for ex- 
portation, and if the government will only pro- 
mise its confidence and countenance to the banks, 
on condition that they shall resume their payments, 
bona fide, there is nothing to prevent them from 
doing so before the first of January. But the go- 
vernment denounces and reviles them, and with- 
draws from them the public confidence. How can 
they, under these circumstances, resume specie 
payments? These must depend on public confi- 
dence. Without that confidence the Bank of En- 
gland, usually referred to as the standard of stabili- 
ty, could not continue its payments in the precious 
metals a week. But the government has its little 
by-play, which it seems determined to accomplish, 
regardless how tragically the great popular drama 
may terminate, which requires it to cestroy, instead 
of restoring that confidence which is indispensable 
to the prosperity of the country. 

We are threatened, under these circumstances, 
with a new danger. Our beneficent product, cot- 
iton, with a magnificent dilfusiveness, has become 
as necessary to the happiness and comfort of mil- 
lions of people in Europe, as it is instrumental in 
our prosperity. But they can only pay us for it in 
| their products and manufactures, which, under the 
paralysis we suffer, from the unsoundness of the 
currency, we have almost ceased to demand. If 
our imports be not revived, and the way to revive 
them is to revive the soundness of our currency, 
which will revive our enterprize, this great article 
must lie on our hands to a great extent, and fall to 
a price that will be calamitous to the grower and 
increase the present general public suffering. 

The time at which this measure is pressed by the 
government, is altogether indefensible. It is en- 
tirely new, and is presented to the country at a 
moment when the public mind is ina state of un- 
easiness and distraction, which totally unfits it to 
deliberate dispassionately, or with soundness on the 
subject. The object of the measure is to effecta 
radical change in our financial and monetary con- 
cerns, such as ought not to be adopted until the 
best minds in the nation, whether in or out of con- 
gress, shall have had an opportunity of examin- 
ing and discussing it. It ' 
we have already been afflicted with too much of 
this species of legislation. It requires no precip!- 
taicy. It is not even projected to afford any re- 
medy for the prevailing public distress. It may as 
well, if it be found on due examination to be wise 
and expedient, be adopted hereafter as at this time. 
If the government would therefore consult the in- 
terests of the country, it would withdraw the mea- 
sure for the present and give its aid and counte- 
nance to the banks to resture the soundness of the 
actual currency, and having thus relieved the coun- 
try, bring it forward on its merits when its diseus- 
sion and its examination would work no puolic 
evil. To say, that if the occasion escape, it may 
fail when the present public stupor has passed 
‘away, and when the people may have become satls- 
fied with existing institutions, is to admit that it Js 





| without merits and that the people are to be tricked 
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amount were again buried in the mines from aera) into the adoption of a measure which their sob 


it was dug. It can have no influence in prevent- 


and unbiased judgments would reject. 
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itis obvious that if it can be forced through con-| make any use you see fit of this letter, that you 




















of. \ we were compeiled to decide forthwith; shall we 
he oress at this time, besides all the evils it is produc- | think may be ol any public benefit continue our joint attack, with the nationals, on 
nt ng, it will be by a bare majority, which a wise go- I am, dear sir, very respectlully, your obedient those in power, in the new position, which they 
a yernment would not deem satisfactory,—by a ma- | servant. LANGDON CHEVES, have been compelled to occupy? It was clear, 
a ority which would not sustain a British ministry | To ——, esq. Columbus, Mississippi. with our joint forces, we could utterly overthrow 
is yefore the people, and which should less sustain our and demolish them, but it was not less clear, that 
nt administration before the people of the United LETTER FROM THE HON.J. C. CALHOUN., | the victory would inure, not to us, but exclusively 
nt States. From the Edgefield Advertiser. to the benefit of our allies and their cause. They 
it The measures adopted by congress at the extra| The following is the reply of Mr. Calhoun to aj were the most numerous and powerlul, and the 
an session are, in my opinion, not calculated to do that | letter of invitation from acommittee of our citizens, | point of assault on the position, which the party 
he body much credit, they are not founded on prin- | who tendered him the compliment of a public din- | to be assaulted had taken in relation to the banks, 
x. ciple, and will work badly in effecting the ends | ner, for his able and patriotic services at the recent | would have greatly strengthened the settled princi- 
he ropused. It is not easy, if it be at all possible, to | eventful session of congress. ples and policy of the national party, and weaken- 
nd conceive What end was proposed by the act sus- ae Fort Hill, Nov. 3d, 1837. ied, in the same degree, ours. hey are, and ever 
x. ending the distribution of the surplus revenue. GENTLEMEN: Itis with very great reluctance I de- _have been, the decided advocates of a national 
With the executive views in reference to the pay- | cline your kind invitation to partake of a public din- | bank, and are now in favor of one, with a capital 
of ment of the public creditors, it can furnish the go-| ner. From no quarter, and on no occasion, could an | so ample, as to be sufficient to control the state in- 
Ig vernment with no means for that purpose. It con- expression of approbation be more acceptable, but | stitutions, and to regulate the currency and ex- 
- templates no ultimate repeal of the law of distribu- | so short is the interval between this and the uext re- | changes of the counuy. To join them, with their 
10 tion. The states were willing to receive treasury | gular session of congress, and So indispensible is it, | avowed object in the attack, to overthrow those in 
t. orders on the deposite banks, and could probably | that I should devote ii exclusively to my domestic | power, on the ground they occupied against a bank, 
at have made them as useful as gold and silver. The| concerns, preparatory to my long absence from | would, of course, not only have placed the govern- 
w arguinent tat it would have thrown more incon- home, that I am compelled to decline the honor in- | ment and country in their hands without opposi- 
ds vertible bank paper into circulation, is a fallacy. | tended. tion, but would have committed us, beyond the 
of There is no substantial difference between the ope-| In saying that on no occasion could the expres- | possibility of extrication, for a bank, and absorbed 
1e rative liability of a bank to its depositors and the | sion of your confidence be more welcome, I intend our party in the ranks of the national republicans. 
>. holders of its notes. They are both payable on| no unmeaning common place. During the long pe- | The first fruits of the victory, would have heen an 
_ demand and both habitually used for the same pur- | riod of my public service, never have I seen a more overshadowing national bank, with an imimense 
. oses of business. In commercial cities and other | important crisis, than the present, and in none have | capital, not less than from fifty to an hundred mil- 
de laces of extensive business, checks supersede in| I ever been compelled, in the discharge of my duty, | lions, which would have centralized the currency 
HI all considerable transactions the use of bank notes, | to assume a greater responsibility. I saw clearly | and exchanges, and with them, the comimerce and 
= and take their place. A true estimate of the cir- | on my arrival at Washington, at the commencement capital of the country, in whatever section the 
is culation therefore, embraces bank deposites. It| of the late extra session, that our affairs had reach- | head of the institution might be placed. The next 
ot is true, while the government makes no use of|ed the point, when, according to the course We | would be the indissoluble union of the political and 
Ir | these deposites, they create no immediate pressure | might take, we should reap the full harvest of our) money power in the hands of our old political op- 
. on the banks. But neither do the notes of these | long and arduous struggle ageinstthe encroachments ponents, whose principles and policy are so oppo- 
” | banks while they are not redeemed. When these | and abuses of the general government, or lose the | site to ours, and so dangerous to our institutions as 
S, } banks shall redeem their paper on demand they | fruits of allour labour. [ clearly saw, that our| well as oppressive to us. ue: 
:, : will both press alike, but with this difference. If| bold and vigorous attacks had made adeepand suc-| Such clearly would have been the inevitable re- 
n We the deposites continue till that event to the credit| cessful impression. State interposition had over- | sult if we had joined in the assault on those in pow- 
). of the government, they will come upon the banks thrown the protective tariff and with it the American er, in the position they had been constrained to oc- 
\- in heavy masses, in the shape of large drafts. If, | system, and put a stop to congressional usurpation; | cupy; and he must indeed be blind—all past expe- 
n | on the other hand, the distribution had not been| and the joint attacks of our party and that of our rience must be lost to him, who does not see, that 
e : suspended, they would in the meantime, have been old opponents, the national republicans, had etfec- | so infatuated a course would have been fatal to us 


- diffused in the general circulation and would have | tually brought down the power of the executive, | and ours. The connection between the govern- 
- come upon the banks gradually and have caused | and arrested its encroachments for the present. It, ment and the bank would, by necessary conse- 
. them less embarrassment. They would have,| was for that purpose, we had united. True to our \quence in the hands of that party, have led to a 


s : doubtless, in a great many instances, gone into the | principles of opposition to the encroachment of pow- | renewal of that system of unequal and oppressive 
e hands of the debtors of the banks, and have ena-| er, from whatever quarter it might come, we did | legislation, which have impoverished the staple 
bled these debtors to pay, and the banks to curtail | not hesitate, after overthrowing the protective sys- | states, and from which we have escaped with such 
2 their business, which would have enabled them the | tem and arresting legislative usurpation, to join the | peril and difficulty. The bank, when united with 
1 better to prepare for specie payments. At pre- authors of that system, in order to arrest the en- | the government, is the natural ally of high duties 
? seut they hang over the banks like a dense cloud, | croachments of the executive, although we ditfered | and extravagant expenditure. The greater the re- 


threatening to burst suddenly and unexpectedly | as widely as the poles on almost every other ques- | venue and the more profuse the disbursements, the 


upon them. The measure has been justly illustra- | tion, and regarded the usurpation of the executive, 
ted by the fable of the dog in the manger, who| but as a necessary consequence of the principles 
could not eat the hay himself and would not let the | and policy of our new allies. In joining them, we 
ox eat it. The application of the fable fails in one | were not insensible to the embarrassment of our po- 
particular. The dog could not eat the hay, but| sition. With such allies, success was difficult, and 
the government could have used the money had it| victory itself, without a change of principles and 
not been for their over fastidiousness as to the cur-| policy on their part, dangerous; and, accordingly, 
rency in which they insist on paying the public cre- | while we united with them against the executive, 
ditors. But this has been prevented by the hard| we refused all participation in the presidential con- 
money fantasy which has seized the brain of the| test. But, with ail its embarrassmeuts, it was the 
administration. It would really seem it had well| only practicable course left us, short of abandoning 
nigh become mono mania with them; and that if| our principles, or the country, by retiring altogeth- 


their purses were demanded o» the highway, they | er from the field of contest. In this embarrassing | 


would struggle to make a hard money pryment. position, we waited the developement of events, 
If the government had obeyed its highest duty, with the fixed determination, that let what might 
that of considering first the interests of the mass of | come, we would inflexibly pursue the course, which 
the community, it would have paid the public cre-| a regard to our principles; and the success of our 
ditor in the best currency it was enabled to secure | cause demanded. Pr ’ 
to the people, and the treasury deposites would| Such was the position we occupied, from 1833, 
have been acceptable payments to the public cre- when our contest with the geneyal government ter- 
ditors, as like money was under an administration | minated, to the commencement of the late extra ses- 
and legislature quite as wise as those who govern| sion, when it became manifest a great change had 
the country. This fastidiousness rendered neces- | been effected, which could not but have a powerful 
sary the only other important measure of the ses- influence over our future course. It soon became 
sion—the issue of treasury notes to meet the wants | apparent after the meeting of congress, that the 
of the government. joint resistance of ourselves and our late allies in 
The ruling principle of the government has conjunction with the course of events in reference 
given a deleterious character to the details of the| to the currency, had brought down the lofty preten- 
measure. These notes are made to bear interest. | sions of the executive department. The union be- 
Their value would have been abundantly sustained | tween the government and the money power, which 
by being receivable, as they are, in all public dues.| had so greatly strengthened those in authority at 
Until so absorbed, they would have circulated as| first had not only ceased, but they were forced to 
money in the community, and as such, been useful | take ground against the reunion of the two, and to 
in all the transactions of society. Bearing interest, | make war against those very banks, which had been 
they will not circulate, and will probably be hoard- | the instruments of their power and aggrandizement. 
ed by capitalists. If the banks shall be tempted,| Forced to take this position, and divested in a great 
either directly or indirectly, to furnish specie for| measure of patronage and influence from the ex- 
their purchase, it will weaken their recuperative | hausted state of the treasury, they were compelled 





power, which they ought studiously to strengthen| to fall back, as the only means of saving them- | 


| greater its circulation and the more ample its de- 
| posites. This tendency on the part of that institu- 
tion, and the known principles and views of poli- 
cy of the party, would have co-operated, with irre- 
sistible force, to renew the system we have pulled 
down with so much labour, with an aggravation of 
its oppression far beyond any thing we have ever 
yet experienced, and thus the fruits of all our ex- 
ertions and struggles against the system, would 
have been lost—forever lost. 

By taking the opposite course, the reverse of all 
this will follow, if our states rights party be but 
firmly united and true to their principles. Never 
was there before, and never, probably, will there be 
again, so fair an opportunity to carry out fully our 
principles and policy, and to reap the fruits of our 
Jong and arduous struggle. By keeping the banks 
andthe government separated, we effectually pre- 
vent the centralization of the currency and ex- 
changes of the country at any one point, and, of 
course, the commerce and the capital, leaving each 
to enjoy that portion which its natural advantages, 
with its industry and enterprise may command. By 
refusing to join our late allies in their attack on 
those in power, where they have sheltered them- 
selves, we prevent the complete ascendency of the 
party and their principles, whicb must have follow- 
ed, aud gain the only opportunity we could have of 
rallying anew the old states rights party of 1827, 
on the ground they then occupied, as an opposing 
power, to hold in check their old opponents, the 
national republican party. It would also give us 
the chance of effecting, what is still more impor- 
tant to us, the union of the entire south. The 
southern division of the administration party must 
reoccupy the old state rights ground. ‘They have 
no alternative; and unless we, who have so long 
and under so many difficulttes adhered to it, shall 
now desert our stand, the south must be united. 








—Wwhile then the addition of interest will destroy 
their usefulness, the country will have to pay the 
amount of the interest, not for any public benefit, 

ut for the creation of new evils, a material of 
Which we do not need afresh supply. You inform 
me that your communication has been made to me 
“at the instance of others as well as yourself,” 
Which induces me to say that you are at liberty to 


selves, on the principles of 1827, by which we had If once united, we will rally round the old state 
ejected from office the national republican party, | rights party all in every section, who are opposed 
and to which our portion of the old party of ’27) to consolidation, or the overaction of the central 
have inflexibly adhered, but from which,.the other, | government; and the political parties will again be 
adhering to the administration, had so greatly de-| formed on the old and natural division of state 
parted in practice. As soon as I saw this state of | rights and national, which divided them at the 
things, I clearly perceived, that a very important | commencement of the government, and which ex- 
question was presented for our determination, which | perience has shown is that division of party most 
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congenial to our system, and most favorable to its 
successful operation. 

As obvious as all this must appear, I felt, that I 
assumed a heavy responsibility in taking the course 
I did. It was impossible, that all the circumstan- 
stances and motives, under which I acted, could at 
once be generally understood, and, of course, the 
part I was compelled to take was liable to be mis- 
conceived and grossly misrepresented. We had 
been so long contending against the abuses and en- 
croachments of the executive power, as to forget 
that they originated in the prior abuses and en- 
croachments of congress, and were accordingly 
exclusively intent on expelling from office, those 
who had acquired and exercised their anthority in 
a manner so dangerous, without reflecting into 
whose hands the power would go, and what princi- 
ples and policy would gain the ascendency. With 
this state of feelings on the part of our friends, I 
saw it was impossible to take a position, which, 
by consequence, was calculated to cover those 
in power, however urgent the cause, without oc- 
casioning a shock, in the first instance, and the 
imputation of unworthy motives, to meet which, 
however transient the misapprehension might be, 
required some resolution and firmness. But there 
were other, and far greater causes of responsibility, 
to which this was as nothing. Of all the interests 
in the community, the banking is by far the most 
influential and formidable—the most active; and 
the most concentrating and pervading; and of all 
the points, within the immense circle of this in- 
terest, there is none, in relation to which the banks 
are more sensitive and tenacious, than their union 
with the political power of the country. This is 
the source of a vast amount of their profits, and of 
a still larger portion of their respectability and in- 
fluence. To touch their interest on this tender 
point is to combine all in one united and zealous 
opposition, with some exceptions in our portion of 
the community, where the union of the two powers 
acts injuriously to the banking, as well as the com- 
mercial and other great interests of the section. To 
encounter so formidable an opposition, supported 
by a powerful political party with whom I had 
been acting for some years against entire power, 
and who regarded the union of the government and 
the banks as essential to the union of the states 
themselves, was to assume a heavy responsibility, 
under the most favorable circumstances; but to back 
and sustain those in such opposition, in whose wis- 
dom, firmness and patriotism, I have no reason to 
confide, and over whom I have no control, is to doubt 
that responsibility. ‘This responsibility, I have vo- 
Juntarily assumed. Desiring neither office, nor 
power, and having nothing to hope personally from 
the moveinent, no motive, but the disastrous politi- 
cal consequences, which I clearly saw must follow 
from any other course, to the country, and its insti- 
tutions generally, and our section in particular, and 
adeep sense of duty, could have induced me to 
take the step I did. That it has met the approba- 
tion of so respectable a portion of my old consti- 
tuents and friends, to whose early and steadfast 
support, under every trial and difficulty I am so 
much indebted, is a source of deep gratification 
which I shall long remember and acknowledge. 
With great respect, I am, &c. 

J. C. CALHOUN. 
To Messrs. J. Bauskelt, A. Vigfall, J. P. Carroll, 
M. Laborde, J. Jones, F. H. Wardlaw, J. W. 
Wimbish, committee. 


LETTER FROM JUDGE WM. SMITH. 
From the Madison (Ala.) Democrat. 
To my fellow-citizens of Madison county: 

Since the 15th of July last, certain editorial re- 
marks have appeared in several of the ditferent num- 
bers of the newspaper, called the Southern Avocate, 
published in Huntsville, concerning myself with 
the evident intention to derogate from my respecta- 
bility in your estimations; all of which [ should have 
eye to pass unnoticed, had not a recent pub- 

ication appeared in that paper, on the 26th of Sept. 

last, in the shape of a correspondence between doctor 
Miles Selden Watkins. of Huntsville, and his broth- 
er in law, the hon. Benjamin Watkins Leigh, of 
Richmond, Virginia; and also of LeRoy Pope, jr. 
esq. the editor of the Southern Advocate, and gen. 
Samuel Smith, of Baltimore. In that correspond- 
ence doctor Miles Selden Watkins, the hon. Benja- 
min Watkins Leigh, and LeRoy Pope, jr. esq. have 
made a very free use of my naine, and seem to have 
been specially careful to give it a wide circulation 
in the newspapers, both at home and abroad. 

They have not been content with giving it an 
early and extraordinary circulation through that 
channel, but doctor Miles Selden Watkins, and 
LeRoy Pope, jr. esq. and a few of their political as- 
sociates, in Huntsville, have been busily engaged in 








do by asking eae from the country, when 
they come to Huntsville, ‘if they have read the 
correspondence?” And when inquired at, what cor- 
respondence? ‘They reply in a half whisper, **judge 
Smith has got himself into a difficulty that he can 
not get out of.”” And then proceed to unfold the 
the high offence 1 had committed against the me- 
mory of chief justice Marshall, by saying he owned 
shares in the United State bank in July, immediate- 
ly previous to the time when he presided in the case 
of McCulloch vs. the state of Maryland. 

I have been a good deal teased with such stories 
as this, within the last seven or eight years, and by 
this very sort of men; and I believe I have hereto- 
fore fallen into no difficulty from which I have not 
extricated myself. But should I be so unfortunate 
as not to be able to extricate myself from this diffi- 
culty by my own means, I can assure doctor Miles 
Selden Watkins, his brother in law, the hon. Benja- 
min Watkins Leigh, and LeRoy Pope, jr. esq. I 
shall by no means invoke their aid. 

But I beg my fellow-citizetis to forbear making 
up an opinion on that correspondence, until they 
hear my side of the story. And when the whole 
subject shall be fairly placed before them, then I 
shall, with great cheerfulness, yield to any opinion 
they may arrive at from the facts. One thing I will 
now assert, that what I said respecting chict justice 
Marshall, was true; and I pledge myself to establish 


it, notwithstanding doctor Miles Selden Watkins, | 


and his political associates ‘‘here, are not willing to 
admit the truth of such allegations.” 

I have various reasons for asking your indulgence 
for time toreply. In the first place, I have been 
extremely busy since some time before the publica- 
tion of that important correspondence, attending to 
business important to my private interest. 1 shall 
also in a short time leave home for the legislature, 
where I shall be otherwise engaged. Morcover, | 


am desirous to procure some documents, which I | 


know to exist. not yet within my reach: admirable 
ingredients to dissipate slanders and falsehoods.— 
Lastly, this correspondence has been published in 
the city of Richmond, in the city of Philadelphia, in 
the city of New York, in the city of Boston, and in 
the city of Mobile; and published in all those distant 
cities before it made its appearance here, in the 
Southern Advocate, where doctor Miles Selden Wat- 
kins and LeRoy Pope, jr. esq. reside, two of the 
principal actors in this deeply interesting scene. I 
want time to inquire for the reason of this new mode 
of attack. And perhaps, by some delay, | may be 


enabled to trace their motives. For I will be able to | 


show from incontrovertible evidence, that every 
word I said which prompted this correspondence, 
were necessarily drawn from me, in self-defence, 
by previous publications in the very self same South- 
ern Advocate, from the pen of the identical LeRoy 
Pope, jr. esq. editor of that paper. 
unknown to my friends at a distance, who are send- 
ing me slips from newspapers published abroad, 
containing the most envenomed portion of the ebul- 
litions of the hon. Benjamin Watkins Leigh, over 
his own name, and headed in large capital letters, 
SLANDER DETECTED. 

To enable me to meet these enormities, and ar- 


rest their progress until [ can respond to them fully, | 


I respectfully request, the Mobile Commercial Re- 
gister and Patriot—the Flag of the Union—the Ca- 
hawba Democrat—the Montgomery Advertiser— 


the Florence Gazette—the Richmond Enquirer— | 


and the Globe to republish this address. In addi- 
tion to subscribing my naine, I ama subscriber to 
each of those papers. 

And as the Richmond Whig—the Sentinel and 
Herald, of Philadelphia—and some other papers, 
the names unknown, in Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Mobile, and various other places, have pub- 
lished that corrrespondence, or extracts from it, I 


respectfully call on them to republish this address | 


also, as an act of retributive justice which I claim 
at their hands. [ am, with great respect, 
WM. SMITH. 
Huntsville, Ala., Oct. 25, 1837. 





LETTER FROM MR. WEBSTER. 
From the Boston Atlas. 

THE pUTY or THE wuics. It having been 
proposed to get up a grand celebration in this city, 
commemorative of the great whig triumph in this 
state, a letter was addressed to Mr. Webster, by the 
chairman of the whig convention, enquiring wheth- 
er he would attend. The correspondence will be 
found below. It has since been judged advisable, 
considering the great number of public meetings 
that have lately taken place, to defer the proposed 
celebration for the present. But the wise, just and 
statesmanlike views contained in Mr Webster’s let- 
ter, are too valuable to be lost, and it gives us great 


pleasure to be the instrument of laying them before | 


The cause is | 


| comment upon his recommendations, and to suon.., 

; *4: . Y borees 

some additional reasons by which they may be sup. 
~ © j )- 


| ported, — 
Boston, Nov. 15ta, 1897 
Dear str: It has been proposed to hold is eect 
ing in this city, to celebrate recent political byte 
The matter is not yet decided on; but the Gbieet of 
this note is, to inquire whether it will be mi ay 
ent for you to attend such a meeting, if it shoulq a 
holden. Yours, respectfully, aa 
HENRY EDWARDS, ch’n. of co. convention 
To Daniel Websier, Summer sireet. 


Boston, Nov. 16th, 1837. 

Sir: If it should be thought advisable to hold a 
meeting of the citizens, to celebrate, ina proper 
manner, the recent political success, I shall cheey. 
fully attend it if I should be in the city at the time 
Several assemblages have been already convened. 
which have furnished occasions for mutual conseas. 
tulations. ‘ 

Whether any thing more formal or more exelp. 
sively confined to the object, ought further to be 
done, 1 refer to the feelings and direction of others. 

Let us remember, that this great and unpreee- 
dented success has been obtained clearly and dis. 
|tinetly on whig grounds. It has been the result of 
| no yielding, no compromise, no abandonment of our 
principles. 
| These principles have now received decisive 
proofs of the approbation of the people; and to our 
|own consciousness that they are just, and calculat- 
ed to promote the publie good, we may now add 
our belief, that they will be more and more gene- 
rally adopted. : 

It is, therefore, our duty to adhere to these prin- 
ciples with unwavering steadiness and constancy, 
Thus far, they have sustained us, and for one, I 
shall not consent to depart from them. 

At the same time, it is equally our duty and our 
interest, to conduct towards those who have differed 
‘irom us, with so much moderation and kindness, 
‘that they may not be constrained to keep aloof. 
_May we not hope, that many, in all quarters, who 
'see what the actual condition of things is, and how 
|wide and deep is the general dissatisfaction of the 
| people with recent measures of government, will 
| now join us, in carrying on the great work of restor- 

ing the government to its well tried and approved 
| policy, and the country to its former prosperity. 
| Lo consistency of principle, then let-us add all 
‘reasonable and practicable conciliation. Let us re- 
‘ceive cordially and without reproach, all who wiil 
‘unite with us in upholding and bearing onward, the 
whig standard. 

Will you allow me, sir, to say a Word Or two, on 
‘another, but a connected subject? 
| We are engaged in an attempt to correct, what 
we honestly believe to be important errors, in the 
‘administration of the government. 

To accomplish this object, we can rely on no- 
thing nor do we wish to rely on any thing, but 
the power of the people. 

The changes which we have witnessed have 
been produced by the good sense and patriotism of 
ithe people, breaking through artificial barriers of 

atronage and party, and sweeping away long es- 
tablished political combinations. Our further suc- 
cess must depend on the continued operation of the 
same causes. 
| We have nothing, either to carry us forward, or 
ito sustain us where we are, but the justice of our 
|cause, the wisdom of our measures, and the popu- 
jar approbation. 
| Tfowever, it may be with that of others, our cause 
‘is, emphatically, in the hands of the people; and let 
‘it be one of our fixed principles, that the people 
shall be heard; and they shall, in all things, speak 
ifor themselves, and that opinions, in regard either 
to men or measures, shall not be manufactured for 
the many, by the few. Let the popular voice pre- 
vail, and have its free course, fairly and honestly, 
without control and without elevation. 

We have aceused others of such arrangements 
and such combinations in political affairs, as have 
produced the effect of giving, on important occa- 
sions. the people’s sanction to that which the peo 
ple, nevertheless did not really approve. Let us 
take care that the canse of the whigs, which I be- 
| lieve to be at present the true cause of the country, 
Yours. with 


‘a- 








| 





} . 

| be never exposed to this reproach. 
> . Tk mm’ 

| verv true regard, DANIEL WEBSTER. 

| To Henry Edwurds, esq. chairman, &c. 





| SPEECH OF MR. GARLAND, OF VIRGINIA, 
| In opposition to the sub-treasury scheme, delivered ™ 
’t i, . . Y ~- sper 
| the house of representatives, September 25, 150. 
| f Concluded. } ool 
The third objection which I urge is, that if wi 
increase the difficulty, risk, and expense of trans- 





giving it currency in Madison county. This they ithe public. We shall take some early occasion to | porting the public money, and subject the public 
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jebtors to great inconvenience. I regard it entire- | 
jy unnecessary to detain the committee to prove | 
that which experience has so well ascertained. If) 
the public money is to be transported from point to 
int, throughout our immense territory in gold and 
silver, its bulk creates inconvenience—its exposure 
to public gaze begets risk, and the necessary em- 
loyment of a sufficient guard to protect it against 
robbery, Will incur heavy expenses; all this is 
avoided by the aid of the banks, for they now trans- 
fer public money, to any point directed by the trea- 
sury department, at their own risk and charge. 
The treasury department, which has had the super- 
jntendence of this operation from the foundation of 
the government, and which can therefore, afford 
the most satisfactory evidence upon this point is 
uniform and undeviating in its testimony in favor 
of the bank system, which I should regard as con- 
clusive. But what substitute are we to have for 
this convenience, safety, and destitution of expense 
under the proposed system? Nothing, sir, but 
treasury drafts, that I can perceive. ‘These will 
not answer the purpose unless a sufficient amount 
of money can always be found at every point where 
itis wanted. ‘This, in the nature of things, cannot 
be so, and to supply the amount necessary, specie 
must be transported, or treasury drafts employed 
as a medium of circulation, which would introduce 
asystem of government paper circulation incapable 
of adequate restriction, liable to abuse, and at war 
with the genius of our institutions. This system 
in the course of time, might be perverted to the 
most dangerous purposes, and become an engine of 
most potent influence. Sound policy is opposed to 
the creation of government paper of any kind as a 
permanent circulating medium, liable to the catas- 
trophe of the old continental paper system. It 
would, in effect, become a government bank, which 
legislation might be found totally incapable of regu- 
latingwor controlling. If the government receives 
and pays out nothing but specie, the inevitable re- 
sult will be, that its drafts must become not only 
a medium of transfer, but of circulation also. 

The fourth objection which I urge is, that it will 
indefinitely postpone the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the banks. I do not profess, Mr. Chair- 
man, to be skilled in matters of finance, or versed 
in banking uvperations, but I am clearly convinced 
that this increased and continual demand for specie, 
must operate a heavy drain upon the vaults of the 
banks, the very moment they resume specie pay- 
ments. The merchants who have duties to pay, 
can only rely upon the banks to supply them, for 
they have it not themselves. The banks already 
sutfering under a pressure which was well nigh ex- 
hausting them, forseeing the effect of this new de- 
mand, would forbear to resume, and this would not 
only seriously embarrass the merchants and the 
people, but the government itself; for, as I before 
remarked, the passage of the bill will neither coin 
money, or put it into the pockets of the merchants 
or the people. I then emphatically ask how is this 
demand to be met? Sir, you may call spirits from 
the vasty deep, but calling will not bring them. 
You may pass this bill, but it will not coin gold and 
silver. Connected with this objection is that of the 
derangement of the exchanges, and the general con- 
fusion of business which this system will produce. 
There is no United States bank in existence which 
can regulate and supply the exchange demand. 
Individual sources have been almost entirely de- 
stroyed by the banking system. 
then afford the only certain reliance to the commu- 


The state banks | 


of the government and their foreign creditors, ifeven 
they can procure it in sufficient amounts at any 
premium. ‘These profits, although they are at first 
paid by the merchants, are generally exacted from 
the agricultural and mechanical portions of the 
community, who principally consume foreign goods, 
in the shape of profits; and in this way a heavy tax 
is imposed upon them. Thus while the apparent 
operation is upon the merchant, under the guise of 
an indirect system of taxation, yet the real operation 
is upon the laboring class, and thus a system pro- 
posed for the good of the people, will operate to their 


|} serious injury. For, sir, be assured that the people 


who purchase, are always taxed with these exac- 
tions upon the merchants. This system will also 
exert a very deleterious influence upon the com- 
merce of the country, by diverting from the ordina- 
ry channels of trade, the amount of specie which 
will be in active requisition to meet the demands 
of the government, which, I think, is estimated by 
the secretary of the treasury greatly below the real 
amount, for I am confident five millions will be 
greatly inadequate. The almost daily arrival of fo- 
reign goods, and purchases of public lands, will re- 
strict the circulation of the government funds to 
very narrow bounds, so narrow that they will be of 
no value to the general commerce of the country. 
The fifth objection which presents itself to my 
mind, is, that this system will create a substantial 
distinction between the currency of the government 
and the currency of the people. I have weighed, 
with great deliberation, and I trust impartially, the 
argument of the president against the truth of this 
proposition, as well on account of the source from 
which it emanates, as the intrinsic importance of 
the subject itself, and I am decidedly convinced 
that the proposition is literally and substantially true. 
The very fact that the executive desires to separate 
itself entirely from the banking institutions of the 
country, and to restrict their notes from being re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues, notwithstand- 
ing they constitute the general circulating medium 


the people. 
fact, that the major part of the circulations is now, 
and likely will be, bank paper, and upon the prin- 
ciple of the distinction drawn in the message, the 
conclusion is irresistible that there will be an exclu- 
sive metallic medium for the government and its 
officers, and a medium mainly paper for the people. 
The bill now under consideration, as does the mes- 
sage, draws the distinction, and its consequences 
must follow. Can this besound policy? Is not the 
distinction invidious? Does it not make the govern- 
ment supreme? whereas the people should be, and 
are supreme? 
at the very foundation of our system; it makes the 
people subordinate to the government, whereas the 
government is subordinate to the people. I know, 
sir, this is not designed by the president, but it is 
the inevitable result of the distinction. Mr. Chair- 
man, there is no sound reason for this distinction, 
_none whatever; the business transactions of the peo- 
ae , 

|ple are infinitely greater and more extended, and 
therefore of greater interest, than that of the govern- 
ment, and demands the soundest medium for their 





nity for the supply and regulation of commercial 
exchanges. I need not urge upon the committee, 
that which every man’s observation and experience 
must, have taught him, that next to the means of 


commerce, the facility of a sound, well regulated, - 


uniform system of exchanges is essential to its suc- 
cessful operation. The demand for such a system 
for the accommodation of our widely extended, and 
constantly increasing commerce, both foreign and 
domestic, must be manifest to every one. If, then, 
the policy of the government shall compel the 
banks, and this system must necessarily do so, still 
further to curtail their circulation and loans, and 
restrict their exchange accommodations, is it not 
most manifest that the effect will be still more to 
embarrass commercial intercourse, and paralyze the 
industry and business of the whole country? By 
curtailing the already too limited exchange accom- 
modations with a deranged, unsteady, fluctuating 
system of exchanges, commerce becomes embar- 
rassed, and with it, the whole business of the coun- 
try. 


‘The limitation of exchanges below the demands | 


of commerce, the still further reduction of bank 


Circulation, connected with the continued suspen. | 
Sion of specie payments, will force upon the import- 


ing merchants the necessity of purchasing specie at 
heavy and exhorbitant premiums, to meet the claims 


operation. If then, the metallic be the only safe 
, and sound medium for the government, it is neces- 
| sarily more important for the people; if the paper 
medium be safe and sound for the people, there is 
no reason why it is not equally so for the govern- 
ment; and instead of the government disparaging 
and discrediting the medium necessarily belonging 
to the people, it should, by the judicious employ- 
ment of its immense revennes, aid in preserving its 
safety and soundness, and extending its credit. 
This government is charged by the constitution 
with the regulation, the encouragement and protec- 
tion of commerce; it could not more successfully 
perform that duty than by giving full credit to the 
general circulating medium of the country, so long 
as it is worthy. Sir, the conviction that the pro- 
posed system contains this unjust, and anomalous, 
and invidious distinction between the government 
and the people, is fast rivetted in my mind, and if 
true, ought on that account, ifno other, to be repu- 
diated. 

The sixth objection which I urge to the present 
system, is, that it will greatly aid, if not render a- 
dispensably necessary a national bank. I assume 
it as a fact, which the experience of the past well 
justifies, that unless this nation and the states of 
this union, shal! abandon its coinmerce, their sys- 
, tems of internal improvement, so flourishing and so 














rapidly increasing, and their literary institutions, 
that the banking system in some form will be main- 
tained; they have increased, and will continue to 
increase, as the wealth, population, manulactures, 
agriculture and commerce of the country increases. 
The president himself expresses the opinion, in his 
message, that the states will not abandon their sys- 
tems of banking. The power of the states to in- 
corporate these institutions, and the want of harimo- 
ny in the exercise of this power, has rendered it 
difficult even with the aid of the national revenues, 
and the advantages of national credit to preserve a 
sound medium of circulation, and perform the fiscal 
and commercial duties which have devolved upon 
them. If then, they are farther discredited by the 
passage of this bill, and their operations reduced to 
narrower bounds, it is manifest that they will not 
be able, and will notehave sufficient credits to sup- 
ply the country with a safe, sound and ample coi- 
tmnercial medium; for without credit, they are totally 
inefficient. It is admitted on all hands, that while 
gold and silver are safe and sound, they are not am- 
ple and convenient: hence the country will demand 
some other medium to keep pace with its rapid im- 
provement, and that will be a national bank me- 
dium. Inthe necessity of the demand all constitu- 
tional scruples will be overlooked, and a national 
institution incorporated. Sir, 1 shall not, if here, 
vote for it, but be assured that the overwhelming 
influence of public discontent will, as in 1816, drive 
to this resource, and when again established, it will 
obtain a hold which nothing can break, and will, 
with all its obnoxious and fatal tendencies, be the 
permanent policy of the country. This brings me 
to consider whether the passage of this bill will not 
discredit the bank paper, and impair its value as a 
circulating medium. If the course already taken 
by the treasury department toward these institu- 
tions, the calling of congress together on account of 
the suspension of specie payments, the recommen- 





Sir, in my humble opinion, it strikes | 


dation of the message to discontinue them as depo- 
'sitories, and the receipt of their notes in payment 


of the country, proves that the executive regards | of the public revenue, if the charge of the executive 
the metallic as a much sounder and safer currency | that they have been faithless fiscal agents, more so 
than bank paper, although it may possess the essen- | than the Bank of England under like circumstances, 
tial quality of convertibility into specie. In the|and the sanction of these charges by passing the 
proposed scheme, the bank note circulation will be | present bill, be not sufficient to discredit and crip- 
left exclusively to the people; and if it be not so_ ple these institutions, then there is no cause what- 
safe or sound as the metallic, then it follows that | ever but absolute unqualified bankruptcy tbat would 
the currency less sound and less safe, is confined to | discredit them. We already see the blighting in- 
Take this fact in connection with the | fluence which the withdrawal of the confideuce ot 


the government has exerted upon the banks, and 
we may well anticipate the fatal effects which a 
blow from the representatives of the people will 
produce, all of which will ultimately act upon the 
people, in the great scarcity of money and reduction 
in the value of their proporty. 

This is not all, Mr. Chairman; this measure, I fear, 
if adopted, will exert a still more fatal influence 
upon the banks than any which I have attempted to 
predict; I fear it will ultimately, if not immediately, 
utterly destroy them, and produce a state of ruin 
and desolation, which itis appalling to contemplate. 
The connection and union between agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce is so intimate, that 
one cannot be affected without, at the same time, 
affecting the other; whatever cause, therefore, that 
impairs the credit of the commercial medium of the 
country, necessarily inflicts a serious injury upon 
agriculture and manufactures, particularly agricul- 
ture, for that is the foundation of commerce and 
manufactures. These banks are an essential and 
necessary part of the commercial community, and 
whatever embarrasses them, embarrasses the whole 
commercial community. This idea is very forci- 
bly expressed by Mr. Calhoun in a speech delivered 
in 1816 in this house on the bank charter; speaking 
of the commercial qualities of the then proposed bank 
of the United States, he says: ‘his bank is no more 
than a part of the commercial community in which it 
is established, and any eimbarrassment of the bank 
must press, also, on the whole commercial commu- 
nity, that community would be the first to give way in 
such a case,and this would produce a run on the 
bank, and compel the stoppage of payment.” I 
cannot imagine to myself a more decisive step, 1n 
the present embarrassed condition of the country 
and the banks, than the passage of this bill, to force 
the banks to continue the stoppage of payments, 
and finally to wind up their business. If such 
would be the effect, what would be the consequences 
to the people? I let the-president of the United 
States, when he was governor of New York, an- 
swer. In his annual message to the legislature of 
New York, Mr. Van Buren, speaking upon the ex- 
pediency of renewing the charters of many of the 
New York banks, which were about to expire, por- 
trayed the ruinous eflects which their discontinu- 
ance would produce upon the state and the people, 
expressed himself in these forcible and conclusive 
terms: 
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*<But we cannot close our eyes to the difliculties require can be met with $60,000, is to tax my cre- 








: the purse;” which, I fear, wili ultimately prove 4. 

and pecuniary embarrassments that must result dulity with the belief of an utter impossibility. Sir, | strong for the liberties of the people. What Py ' —_— 
from suddenly stopping the operations of so many the secretary of the treasury will find himself ut- | not an ambitious aspirant for despotic uncor PO. lab ‘ pre 

and such long established institutions. Of the thirty 'terly mistaken in his estimate, if, by the passage of | and unlimited power, not do with such =e 4 direct 
millions that are owing to them, the principal part this bill, he shall be authorized to put this system | his hands? Sir, if he wants money, he Sole ‘ 4 po 

is probably due from merchants, manufacturers, and | into practice. In considering this question it should|to demand it at the hands of its keepers 8 2 be 
other large dealers in their vicinity; but they, in turn, | be borne in mind that our country is rapidly increas- | they refuse, he has nothing to do but to exerci . = fron 
have their demands against persons pursuing similar | ing in population, wealth, power, and commerce, | his constitutional power of removal, and aga eth 
business in the country, and those again must look to | and that necessarily as these progress, increased | every obstacle is withdrawn. And what dace err 
their customers, thus embracing all clusses of society, | duties on the part of the government in all its de- | rity ‘have we, that, in the course of time raha agua: 
in the liability to contribute towards a general settle- partments will be unquestionable, and on no de- such man inay not, in the hour of popular beistan, sit 
ment. The amount due from the banks, especially partment of the government will these increased | tion and delusion, be elevated to the executive pass An 
all that portion which consists in bills issued by | duties devolve so materially as on the treasury de-| None, sir, for history affords the important lesson, ' he 

7 them, would be found scattered through the whole| partment. Heuce, sir, I look to the adoption of| that every tyrant, who has ever overthrown the li Fi 
community. From even this superficial view of the | this system as laying the foundation of an immense | berties of his country, has done it under the hollow deriv 
| subject, it must be evident to all reflecting minds, | increase of the patronage of the executive in the | professions of the good of the people, and have often ond 8 
. that the pecuniary convulsion that must result from appointing and disbursing power. Mr. Chairman, | made the people the deluded victims of their ow, tre 
j a compulsory close of these extensive concerns, | the patronage of the executive is the most danger-| destruction. Itis enough for me tosee that this bill ont ee 
} would be neither sLiguT in its degree, nor TRAN- | ous of all its powers, and the most likely to end in| places in the hands of the executive, powers which ane f 
| SIENT tn tts duration. You will, I am convinced, | the overthrow of the liberties of the country; by the | may be easily perverted tothe most dangerous pur- af 
| concur with me in the sentiment, that a responsi- | exercise of this power, the executive ramifies, in| poses to oppose it. Although those who propose §@ they 
bility of so serious a character, and so fearful in its | every section of this widely extended empire, its | and those who advocate it, may not have, and 1 ain . Th 
possible consequences, should not be incurred on | officers indebted to the executive for their appoint- | sure entertain no such design. But, sir, one ofthe & secre 
slight grounds, or from motives of expediency in | ment and holding them at its will. When we con-| panaceas held out for the dangers which Thavead. © comt 

the least degree questionable.” sider their number, the influence which they exer- | verted to, is the reduction of the expenditures of sd 

Mr. Calhoun, in a speech in the senate, in 1834, | cise, and the positions which they occupy, we can-| the government to its actual economical wants ; ry. 

speaking upon the subject of the banks and the | not but feel sensibly alive to the mischiefs which | Sir, this lesson has been often read to this body: have 

eitects of their sudden suppression, thus expresses |they may produce. Theirnumberalready exceeds yet, as often as it has been read, the expenditures quiv 

himself: **To suppress them (the banks) at once, | one hundred thousand, and is constantly increasing of the government have as often departed froin the bank 

would, if it were possible, work a greater revolution, | —add to this immense array of public officers rami- | true principle of economy. From some cause op inter 

a grealer change in the relative condition of the va- | fied into every section of the country, the amount of | other, our expenditures constantly increase. For atter 

rious classes of the community, than would the money which is annually disbursed by the execu- | these extravagancies in expenditures, I do not hold 4 sinc 

conquest of the country by a savage enemy.” This | tive, and we may form some idea of the already | the executive responsible. Ibhold congress respon- and . 

sentiment is true, inevitably true, and by it I pro- | fearful power of the executive patronage. But,! sible. It has almost uniformly appropriated largely spec 

pose to test the effects which the destruction of the | sir, pass this bill, and this power becomes ten fold beyond the executive recommendations. Upon the § pe 

banks would at this time produce .upon the people. | stronger and more dangerous. Now the executive subject of appropriations, a large number of the 7 oury 

In 1834, the people were indebted to the banks | has not the actual but the legal custody only of the | friends of the late administration voted for appro- : rect 
$324,000,000; in 1837, $591,000,000; if then the public purse; barriers hitherto safe have been inter- | priations at war with its opinions; but whether 4 that 

suppression of the banks in 1834 would have pro- | posed. This bill not only places the public reve- sanctioned by the executive or not, these appro- { ye 

duced such distressing effects, what would it do/nues in the legal but the actual custody of the exe- priations have been, and will, I fear, continue tobe 7 of t 

nowt Math Che winks community. When the banks | cutive: it removes all barriers, all restrictions; it) made; and the expenditure, of course, placed in the direc 

are pressed, they press in turn the mercantile com- | places the custody of the public purse in the hands| hands of the executive, so that the effect is the thes 

munity, and that presses the people who are the ‘of those who will hold their place at the will of the | same, as far as the question of patronage is con- The 

victiins, for they have no debtor to resort to, they | president, who has the power to remove at plea-| cerned. . a 

must resort to their property. Again: If the go- ‘sure. Sir, will an American congress place this; Mr. Chairman, I conclude this part of my argu- the. 

vernment demands specie in payment of the public | fearful power in the hands of the executive? Will, ment, by referring to the following extract from : pir 

revenne, the merchants must in turn demand specie | they place in the hands of the president, already | general Jackson’s message of December, 1834, in tati 

of their debtors, THE PeoPLE, which, if they cannot | having the power of the ‘“sword’’—the power of which he says: 4 rie 

procure, will lead to the most destructive sacrifices | the “purse” also? For this bill completely invests; “IN THE RECULATIONS WHICH CONGRESS MAY a may 

5 this aden of thelr property. No creditor is bound | him with the power of the “purse.” He will hold | PRESCRIBE, RESPECTING THE CUSTODY OF THE 4 this 

to receive any thing but specie, and this system |it in actual keeping. Will they commit their li- | pusLic MONEY, IT Is DESIRABLE THAT AS LITTLE 4 not 

will afford a pretext for such a demand; for the cre- | berties to the keeping of any man? Will they trust) pIiscreTIoN AS MAY BE DEEMED CONSISTENT ; disp 

ditor may well refuse to receive discredited, depre- | such immense and such fearful means of mischief; WITH THEIR SAFE KEEPING, SHOULD BE GIVEN TO look 

ciated bank paper, and therefore cause immense | in the hands of any executive magistrate? |EXECUTINE AGENTS. No one can be more deeply yf 

sacrifices of property. Mr. Chairman, I shall make no professions of impressed than I am with the soundness of the doc- Unc 

Mr. Chairman, the bank circulation is already | unbounded confidence in any man. I will not say | trine, which restrains and limits, by specific pro- olfic 

reduced from about 160 to 100 millions dollars, as | that I have more, or that I have less confidence in| visions, executive discretion, as far as it can be doue ain 


consistently with the preservation of its constitu- q Ing 


Mr. Van Buren than in other men; but, sir, this is | : 
tional character. Jn respect to the control over the 4 whe 


is also the active specie se min’ A ieee! reduced: 
a power which I would not have committed to Geo. | 


the present circulation is founded upon an ade- 









































Upon this point, Mr. Chairman, I am brought into | ficiently large for the safety of our free institutions, | is urged as a reason for discontinuing the connec- = aga 


quate specie basis, and cannot, with due regard to | Washington himself, or any man that ever lived, or | public money, this doctrine is peculiarly applicable.” 4 wit! 
the interest of the people, be furtherreduced. This | now lives. Sir, I will not commit my liberty to the | Gen. Jackson’s message, Dec. 1835. . spo 
system will render a further reduction inevitable, | keeping of any man. I fearall. Ifthe people in-| Inevery word and every sentiment of which I | T 
and produce a corresponding inability on the part|tend to preserve their liberties, they should not| most heartily concur, and shall give earnest of my 4 is, t 
of the people to pay debts, and a fearful deprecia- | commit them to the keeping of any man; but keep | concurrence by voting against this scheme, which | flue 
tion in the value of property, and in this point of | them under their own immediate care and protec- | is directly at war with it. q of s 
view will operate most injuriously upon the debtor |tion. A wise man said, ‘eternal watchfulness is But, Mr. Chairman, in the message of the presi- 4 tim 
class of the community. the price which the people pay for liberty.” Sir, I} dent, and the report of thesecretary of the treasury, = 7 cou 

The eighth objection which I have to the pro- | warn them to watch, and that incessantly; if they | the dangerous political influence which a connec- the 
posed system is, that it will greatly enlarge the exe- | do not, fearful will be the consequences. Mr. Chair-| tion between the covernment and the banks may @ mu: 
cutive patronage, and fearfully increase its power. | man, the patronage of the executive is already suf-| exert upon the integrity and liberties ofthe country, = 7 whi 





direct collision with the opinion of the president, | and I am not willing to enlarge it. While on this | tion which has existed from the found ition of the stri 
who seems to be of the opinion that this measure | part of the subject, I cannot refrain from recurring | government to the present hour. Sir, Lamnotonly the 
will not only not increase but actually diminish exe- | to the fact, that when general Jackson’s protest to | surprised at this reason, but the source from which = & by 
cutive patronage. I am not satisfied with the rea-|the rosolution of the senate, charging him with aj it comes; for, sir, practice disproves the danger, ang cir 
soning of the message and find nothing in it, although | violation of the constitution and the law, in the re-| itis directly at war with the opinions of the late @ ly 

ably urged, to change the opinion which I took up | moval of the public deposites from the bank of the | administration, and those previously expressed by 4 the 
in 1834, as to the effect of such a measure. The! United States, was construed into aclaim for the| these high public officers. This argument is dl- nol 
secretary of the treasury seems to think that by the | executive of the actual custody of the public mo-| rectly at war with the argument of Gen. Jacksons = @ spe 
appointment of ten additional officers and an in- | ney, he immediately and indignantly repelled it in | message of December, 1834, upon this subject.19 @& thu 
creased expenditure of about 60,000 dollars, will | a short explanatory message. This bill gives that | which he says: fe Bu 
enable that department to conduct this system with | very custody which general Jackson indignantly| ‘The attention of congress is earnestly invited a jec 
success. In this opinion, Mr. Chairman, I differ | repelled, as desired by him. Mr. Chairman, I trust ) to the regulation of the deposites in the state banks, : hos 
widely with the secretary, although I do not doubt | T shall be excused for recurring to my own state, for| by law. Although the power now exercised by : ral 
his sincerity. All propositions for the creation of | I assure the house I do not mean it asin the slight-| the executive department in this behalf, ts oniy : pre 
new systems are accompanied with the most rigid re- | est degree invidious. But, sir, Virginia has always | such as was uniformly exerted through every a- stil 
regard to economy, but after their organization, their| been jealous of the exercise of the powers of| ministration from the origin of the government Up sta 
wants gradually develope themselves, till finally, | this government, and of the increase of executive | to the establishment of the present bank, yet, 1t'S ter 
by legislation after legislation, the officers and the | power. From time to time, she has raised her| one which is susceptible of regulation by law, anc, no 
expenses are fearfully increased. All the depart- | voice against it. Even while this constitution was| therefore, ought so to be regulated. The power the 
ments of the government had small and economical | under diccussion in her convention, many of her| of congress to direct in what places the treasurer ish 
beginnings, yet in the progress of time the number | patriotic and distinguished sons resisted its adop-|shall keep the moneys in the treasury, and to im- we 
of their officers and the amount of their salaries, | tion from jealousy of the overwhelming power and | pose restrictions upon the executive authority, 1” ity 
and other expenses, have greatly increased, such|inflnence which it would impart to this govern- | relation to their custody and removal, is unlimited, pr 
will be the course of this system. This will be| ment, and the executive branch of it. Henry,| and its exercise will rather be courted than dls- . Pa 
but the germ, and your ten additional officers and | with the thunders of his eloquence, denounced the | couraged by those publie officers and agents - i; thi 
60,000 additional expense, will swell into hun- | constitution as tending to absorb all power into this; whom rests the responsibility for their safety. it a ba 
dreds of officers, and hundreds of thousands | central eovernment. “Pass this bill, and you take ‘is desirable that as little power as possible should _ ed 
of increased expenditure. To tell me that all | the most important step towards the fulfilment of his | be left to the president or secretary of the treasury a th 
the increase of clerks, house rent, stationary and | predictions. You at once, to use his language, arm over those institutions—which, being thus freed from — & th 
other incidental expenses which this system will | the government with the power of the “sword and! executive influence, and without a comman head 10 : co 


do 
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direct their operations, would have neither the tempta- 
tion nor the ability to interfere tn the political con- 
flicts of ihe country. Not deriving their charters 
‘agin the national authorities, they would never have 
those. inducements to meddle in general elections, 
which have led the Bank of the United States to 
avitale and convulse the country for upwards of ‘two 
years.” 

Also, his message of December, 1835, in which 
he says: 

“By the use of the state banks, which do not 
derive their charters from the general government, 
and are not controlled by its authority, it ts ascer- 
tained that the moneys of the United States can be 
collected and disbursed without loss or inconvenience, 
and that all the wants of the community, in relation 
to exchange and currency, are supplied as well as 
they ever have been before.’ 


These sentiments were concurred in by the late 
secretary of the treasury, (Mr. Taney,) by the 
committee of ways and means of 1834, in their able 
reports, and by the present secretary of the treasu- 
ry. I would now inquire what new developinents | 
have transpired, to change these decided and une- 
quivocal opinions? What political intrigue has the 
banks been engagedin? What elections have they | 
interferred with? What political influence have they | 
attempted to exercise? and when? and has it been | 
since the last session of congress? I know of none, | 
and Ihave heard of none. It the opinion is merely | 
speculative, then experience leads to an opposite | 
conclusion. Mr. Chairman, let us simply refer to | 
facts, and draw trom them the most rational and di- | 
rect conclusions; and every man must be convinced | 
that this reason is not sufficient to justify a resort 
to the systein now under consideration—the officers | 
of the banks hold their place at the hands of the 








} 
{ 
| 


credit of its banks. The state of Virginia has in- 
vested in stock, in her various banks, one million 
six hundred and seventy-two thousand dollars. ‘They 
are the depositories of her internal improvement 
fund, and her fund for the education of the poor. 
Think you, Mr. Chairman, she will stand quietly 
by and see these banks discredited and impaired to 
the hazard of these immense funds and their suc- 
cessful employment, and surrender her systems of 
improvement and education? I think not. How 
gentlemen have arrived at the conclusion that the 
people generally are opposed to the banking insti- 
tutions of the country, I am at a loss to discern. 
These institutions were all chartered by the repre- 
sentatives of the people in tlieir respective state 
legislatures—representatives who are annually 
elected, and whose conduct is strictly scrutinized. 
How many have been repudiated by the people 
for incorporating banks? Few, very few. How 
many would obtain re-election after voting for 
their destruction? Not one, I dare believe. This 
fact alone, sir, conclusively proves, that the people 
sustain these institutions, however much they may 
be disposed to correct, and no doubt will correct, 
abuses. Mr. Chairman, there is another aspect in 
which I view this subject as highly important, and 
which I am bound to consider. Sir, none of us 
can so far look into the vista of time as to see what 
even to-morrow may bring forth, although every 
feeling of our hearts may linger around this union 
with the deepest filial regard and solicitude, yet on 
the tide of time, and amidst the storm of events it 
may be shivered into atoms. It is prudent at all 





times to be prepared for events which we most ar- 


dently deprecate, but which may by possibility oc- | 


cur. To meet any contingency, then, which com- 


ing events may produce, should not the states) 


strengthen their internal resources, improve their 


directory; the directory, of the stockholders, and | strength, and cherish those institutions which might, 


ot -1 re } a © —~ * ~*~. > 7. . . . *. ; 
the stockholders at the hands of the state government. | jy coming events, be indispensable to their safety? 
.| The states entertaining these views, will not be 


The bank oilicers, directors, and stockholders, 
none of them, hold their place at the discretion of 
the federal executive. The only influence, then, 
which the executive can exercise over these insti- 
tutions, will arise out of the profit which may be 
derived froin the use of the public money, which 
may, from time to time, be deposited in their vaults; 
this profit, with but one or two exceptions, will 


not be sufficient to benefit the banks to hazard the | 





displeasure of the state governments—always over- 
looking their operations—and to draw thei into 
any of the corrupt purposes of this government. 
Under the system proposed, the tenure of all the 
officers holding the pudlic money, will be at the 
discretion of the president, without any counteract- 
ing influence whatever. Let any man, then, judge 
where there is most danger of executive influence, 
with the banks or the executive oflicers. The re- 
sponse is not doubttul. 

The next objection which occurs, to my mind, 
is, that the system proposed will exert a hostile in- 
fluence upon state institutions, and be subversive 
of state rights. Mr. Chairman, no member has in- 
timated the idea, that for a long period of time, the 
country can divest itself of a paper circulation, if 
the soundness of the circulation is preserved, there 
must be soine harinony ofaction. ‘The natural war 


which paper wages against specie, and specie | 


against paper, must be avoided. This bill, which 


strikes at the credit of the banks, by excluding | 


their notes from payment of public dues, and there- 
by necessarily narrowing the boundary of their 
circulation and lessens their profits, will necessari- 
ly produce a counteracting policy on the part of 
the banks; that policy will be the resort to small 
note issues, for in this way alone can they drive 
specie out of circulation to enlarge their own, and 
thus add to the embarrassment of the country. 
But, Mr. Chairman, this is not the most serious ob- | 
jection to this bill: it will engender jealousy and | 
hostility on the part of the states towards the fede- | 
ral government; a state of things greatly to be de- | 
precated, and pregnant with great evils to our in- 
stitutions. Mr. Chairman, do you think that the 
states will be passive under the operation of a sys- 
tem which is so blighting to institutions created, 


nourished, and matured by them; and to which | 


they are so much indebted for their present flour- 
ishing condition, and their rapid march in science, 
wealth, internal improvements and general prosper- 
ity? Will they see these means of their future 
prosperity sapped and destroyed? I think not. 
Pass this bill, and then arm this government with 
the power of a bankrupt law, in relation to these 
banks, by which a board of commissioners, appoint- 
ed by federal authority, may discontinue any of 
these institutions, and you at once place them at 
the merey of this government. This, sir, I cannot 
consent to do. 

Mr. Chairman, every state of the union, I do not 
doubt, bas some interest in the preservation of the 





disposed to submit to any system which may im- 
pair their strength anddry up their resources. Mr. 
Chairman, when in the progress of our history I 
saw this government claiming the constitutional 
power to charter a national bank, to construct a 
system of internal improvements within the juris- 
diction of the states, and the power of taxing the 
‘country for the protection of domestic manufac- 
tures, my fears that all the powers of government 
_would be concentrated into this great central power, 
were greatly aroused. But, Mr. Chairman, when 


iten and twenty dollars. 


| 


time may expose the error; yet, sir, until the falla- 
cy of these objections are made manilest, I must 
respectfully, to all with whom I differ, but firmly 
and decidedly, oppose the plan recommended by the 
executive. 

Having thus, Mr. Chairman, attempted to prove 
the safety and capacity of the state banks as fiscal 
and commercial agents, shown their present solven- 
cy, vindicated the propriety and necessity of their 
course in suspending specie payments, and urged 
my objections to the sub-ireasury scheme, 1 will now 
otter to the committee a few brief remarks in sup- 
port of the proposition which, by the kind indul- 
vence of the house, I have had the honor of laying 
before it. 

The scheme which I have presented is substan- 
tially the “currency bill” which passed both houses 
of congress at the late session of congress, and 
which was retained by the late president under the 
apprehension that its construction might require 
the intervention of the judiciary, on account of 
some supposed ambiguity in its language. The 
substantial features of this bill, require the notes of 
all specie paying banks to be received in payment 
of the public revenues, whether derived from fo- 
reign importations, public lands, or any other source, 
and restrict any distinction between different 
branches of the revenue, and for the purpose of en- 
larging the specie circulation of the country, by 
such a gradual process as to prevent any shock in 
the business and commerce of the country. It pro- 
vides that the notes of no specie paying banks shall 
be received which shall not immediately discontinue 
the issue and circulation of all notes under five dol- 
lars, and at given periods thereafter, all notes under 
It also provides for the 
continuance of such of the present deposite banks 


as are sound and in good credit, as depositories of 


the public money, upon the condition of affording 
such collateral security as the secretary of the trea- 


sury, in the exercise of a sound discretion, may 


| prescribe. 


This bill only presents the general fea- 
tures of a’scheme which may be matured by amend- 


‘ments adapted to the present embariassed and 


emergent condition of the country. 
This bill also proposes a restriction of the number 
of state banks to be continued as depositories of the 


_public money within such bounds as to make it 
their interest to adopt the measures of reform in the 
currency which experience has proved to be neces- 
sary for its extension, its credit, and its soundness. 
This number will be in the discretion of congress. 


‘this government not only seeks to disconnect itself; This plan had the countenance, and was recom- 


from the state banks, and then in the form of a 
bankrupt law hold over them a power which in its 
exercise may destroy every one of them, my jeal- 
ousy is tcreased, 
this government the power in this way to interfere 
| with institutions chartered by the states, having the 
‘clear and decided constitutional authority to do so. 
Sir, can it be that this government is invested with 


_mended by the late administration, as wellas by the 


present secretary ofthe treasury. It was earnest-- 


ly and repeatedly urged, and many of the states have 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I deny to | 


adapted their legislation to its principles, and there 
is now no just cause for its abandonment—nor has 
the present state of things stripped it of any of its 
advantages or benefits. 1 think I have satisfactorily 


proved, unless it be necessary to the correctness of 


| power to impair, or in any way embarrass, the ope- | the system that banking institutions should be in- 


‘ration of the clear constitutional powers reserved 
'to the states? 


What institution may it not reach? what power | 


|may not be impaired? These views, Mr. Chair- 
'man, have brought my mind to the conclusion, 
which many of the distinguished friends of the ad- 
|ministration formerly entertained, that this war 
‘upon the state banks is a war upon stale rights. I 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


speak of it as the tendency, not as the design of 


this proposition. 


| Mr. Chairman, the committee of ways and means | 


have referred us to the examples of France and En- 
‘gland as worthy of imitation in the receipt, safe- 
keeping, and disbursement ot their revenues, and 
| to enlighten us upon this subject, have bad a view 
‘of their systems printed and laid upon our desks. 
Sir, their systems are essentially ours, for in their 
whole fiscal operations the banks are the principal 
arents. But, sir, I shall not look to the monarchies 
and despotisms of Europe for examples in so regu- 
lating the fiscal agency of this government as to se- 
-cnre the liberties of the people and our free institu- 
tions. Sir, the actual custody of the public money 
‘in Europe by the governments, is accompanied 
with the employment of immense standing armies, 
who suppress and keep down liberal sentiments, 
‘and preserve unbroken the fetters with which the 
oppressed people are manacled and bound down. 
‘Sir, it was left for republican America, for a free 
people, te devise a plan by which the public purse 
'can be so kept as to be accessable to the executive 
‘for all legal disbursements, and yet so withheld 


‘from its actual custody as to place it beyond the! 


power of abuse. Such has been the effect of the 

‘bank system heretofore—such, I fear, will not be 

‘the effect of the proposed system if adopted. 

I have thus, Mr. Chairman, presented iny objec- 
tions openly and fearlessly, and upon my responsibi- 

lity to my constituents. I may be mistaken, and 





‘fallible and conducted by infullible nen, which is 


If it has, where is the limitation?) unattainable. 


In presenting this scheme, I have done it under 
_ the impression which seems generally to prevail, that 
the banking institutions of the country would not be 
abandoned, and that their notes under those modifi- 
cations and testrictions which experience might, 
from time to time, prove to be necessary, would con- 
stitute a material part of the currency of the country. 
If this impression be true, and notes of banks shall 
continue to constitute a material part of the cur- 
rency of the country, I regard it as strictly proper, 
and, indeed, necessary, that the federal government 
should so regulate its action in reference to the 
currency, which the states, in the exercise of their 
sovereign rights, have thrown into circulation, as to 
give to itas much credit and soundness as possible, 
because by such a course, the intercourse between 
the states will be more regular, more uniform, more 
harmonious, more convenient, and more cordizl. 
But it issaid by some that congress has no constitu- 
tional power to legitamize bank notes so far as to 
compel the government to receive them. Sir, this 
notion is of modern origin, and is opposed to the 
principles upon which this government has acted 
from almost its foundation. It is true this govern- 
ment has no power to emit paper money, it can make 
nothing but metal “‘money,”’ for that is the standard 
of value of the world. But there is a material dis- 
tinction between coining money and receiving pub- 
lic dues. I do not-see any constitutional restriction 
upon the government in receiving a promise to pay 
in a bank note, or in a merchant’s bond, for either 
is amere credit. I do not doubt the power of the 
govern:nent to receive its dues in any thing it mav 
deem most expedient, and such has been its con- 
stant and undeviating practice. 

The bill which I have submitted, proposes also 
to enlarge the specie circulation of the country, by 
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gradually retiring the notes of smaller denomination, 
and introducing in their stead, a metallic circula- 
tion. This, sir, I propose, step by step, to do, until 
the metalic circulation shall be so enlarged, as to 
confine the material paper circulation to their legi- 
iumale sphere, commercial transactions. And until 
the metallic basis shall assume such a relation to 
the paper circulation as to secure, without difficul- 
ty, the convertibility of the paper into specie. It 
is an admitted principle, that notes and coin of the 
same denomination will not circulate together. 
[he superior value of the coin makes it a subject 
of commerce, and it always seeks distant employ- 
inent, when there is a local and less valuable cur- 
rency to supply its local circulation. The plan 
which I propose, seeks to prevent this effect by re- 
Stricting the circulation of notes to an amount above 
the denomination of any coin in circulation, so as 
to that amount, to render coin indispensable; and 
it by the operation of this plan it shall be found ex- 
pedient still farther to restrict the denomination of 
‘bank notes, it can be done by the aid of that expe- 
rience, which the progress of the plan will unfold; 
which will be a sure guide to truth. In the discus- 
sion of this subject, I shall not find it necessary to 
do much more than refer to the experience of two 
of the most commercial nations of the world, Great 
Britain and France, and the opinions of some of 
the most distinguished statesmen and financiers of 
Great Britain and the United States. The Bank of 
nglaid in 1793 became seriously and alarmingly 
embarrassed, on account of the immense reduction 
of her bullion, and the heavy demands of depositors, 
the result of which was a suspension of specie pay- 
ments; up to this time, the bank was not authorized 
to issue notes of less denomination than 5 pounds, 
to prevent driving from circulation coin of small 
denominations. ‘The suspension was legalized by 
act of parliament, and the bank to supply the va- 
cuum created by the withdrawal from circulation 
of small coin, which had been exported to the con- 
ent, was authorized to issue notes of £l and £2 
denominations. These notes were issued toa large 
amount, and circulated to a great extent, the result 
was, what always will be, the expulsion from circu- 
lation of nearly all coins of the same denominations. 
Such were the eilects of this act in enlarging the 
issues of the paper medium of England, and expel- 
ling its buHion, that alter many efforts, in 1826, this 
law was repealed, and the bank required in 1829 to 
restrict its paper to the issue of £5 notes and over. 
The etftect of this repeal, has been so to enlarge the 
specie, as to secure the convertibility of the paper 
circulation. The Bank of France is prohibited 
from issuing notes below five hundred frances, about 
93 dollars ot our money. This bank was charter- 
ed in 1800, and the restriction imposed in 1804, 
From that time to the present, notwithstanding the 
calamities of war, two invasions, and several com- 
mercial revulsions, the currency of France has re- 
inained sound and uniform, and the paper of the 
bank in good credit. Austria and Russia, who are 
making vigorous exertions to enlarge their com- 
merce, have adopted the Bank of France as a model 
jor their imitation, and have incorporated banks 
upon the same principle. It would seem to me, 
that with such examples before us, there could be 
little doubt of the correctness of the principle of 
the bill which I propose. But, sir, I will add to 
this evidence, by citing the opinions of some of the 
most distinguished statesmen and financiers of 
Great Britain, who were witnesses of the operation 
of the bank restriction in England, and its injurious 
eifects upon the currency of the country. The ce- 
lebrated Edmund Burk, among the last letters 
which he ever wrote, in one addressed to Mr. Can- 
ning, upon the subject of the issuing ofsmall notes, 
said: ** Tell Mr. Pitt, that if he consents to the issue 
of ONE POUND NOTES, he will never see a guinea 
again.” Thia prophecy was well nigh being fulfil- 
Jed, and was probably only prevented from fulfill- 
ment by the repeal of the restriction. Mr. Huskis- 
son, one of the purest and one of the ablest of 
statesmen, and one of the most skilful financiers of | 
this or any other age, in a speech delivered in par- 
liament, on the 15th day of February, 1822, upon 
the agricultural distresses of Great Britain, said: 
“In England it still formed a considerable part of 
our circulation, there being then no circulating pa- 
per under five, and only to asmall extent, under 
ten pounds. The first ei/ect of this restriction was, 
to add to the paper circulation by enlarged issues, 
not only from the national banks of England and 
Ireland, but also from all the country banks. This 
addition continued gradually to increase, and espe- 
cially in the notes under five pounds. Every in- 
crease for the first two or three years was a diminu- 
tion in the value of money, but not a depreciation. 
Why? Because the gold left the country, as the 
paper became its substitute, and by this process, 





the exchanges were kept at or near par. The ef- 





fect of this exportation of our coin was every where 
to lower the value of money, and by so doing, to 
keep it upon a level with its diminished value in 
this country. 

‘In the progress of this operation, the United 
Kingdom was drained of all its gold. There would, 
however, have been no real depreciation of the pa- 
per substituted in its stead, if, by imposing proper 
limits upon the issues of that paper, the par of ex- 
change with foreign countries (which is necessa- 
rily equivalent with the standard of the gold coin 
in this country) had been made the criterion of its 
value. But the issues of paper not being confined 
within those limits, depreciation took place. 

‘*The consequence, therefore, of the bank restric- 
tion was two-fold;—first, a diminution in the value 
of money generally, but without depreciation; and 
secondly, a depreciation specially super-added in 
this country, the degree of which, at any particular 
period, was the dilierence between the standard and 
the market price of gold. By the first resuit, the 
price of commodities, including of course all the 
raw productions of the soil, was raised generally. 
By the second, this general rise of prices was car- 
ried still further in this country, in proportion to 
the depreciation. The actual depreciation, there- 
fore, as it was not the sole cause of the rise of pri- 
ces (speaking now of that rise only in as far as it 
was influenced by changes in the value of money) 
during the war, so it cannot be taken as the mea- 
sure of the fall of prices since 1819, unless we 
could have got rid of the depreciation without re- 
calling into our own use a part of the gold which 
had been exported, or in any degree diminishing 
the extent in Which credit had become a substitute 
for actual payments. That fall must be still great- 
er, if, instead of importing gold for circulation here, 
the greatest part of it has been withdrawn from cir- 
culation in other countries, to be buried in the 
vaults and cellars of the bank. The proportion of 
the rise of prices generally during the war, and of 
fall since the peace, not in England only, but in 
all other countries, from these alternate operations, 
may be difficult to estimate; but it must be consi- 
derable; and the more so, as other countries, as 
well as England, had also a depreciated paper, and 
have since endeavored to replace it by a metallic 
currency.” 

In a speech, delivered by him on the 10th day of 
February, on the bank charter bill, he said: 

“If they wished for a proof of the value of a stea- 
dy, unchangeable currency, they had it in the ex- 
ample of France. That country had been twice in- 
vaded; twice had her capital been taken possession 
of; and she had been compelled, in 1816 and 1817, 
to pay large sums to foreign countries for corn. 
But she had a steady metallic currency; and how- 
ever such visitations might have affected the great 
—however the extensive contractor might have 
been injured or ruined—the great body of the po- 
pulation remained unmolested. ‘The storm which 
uprooted the forest tree, had passed over without 
injuring the humble reed; and this was mainly to 
be attributed to the permanent footing upon which 
the currency of the country had been placed. 

“If the plan of his right honorable friend was 
carried into execution, he was satisfied it would 
have the effect of making the country banker as 
sensitive on the subject of the exchanges, and as 
watchful of any unfavorable turn which might take 
place in them, as the Bank of England now was. 
He would carefully watch the circumstances which 
were calculated to bring gold into, or send it out 
of, the country; and this caution being timely im- 
»yressed upon him, the danger would, in a measure, 
be passed. ‘There would then be no fear of any agi- 
tation or convulsion in the country, as the interest 
of every banker would compel him to provide him- 
self for any coming emergency; in other words, 
every country banker would feel an equal interest 
with the Bank of england, in watching the state of 
the currency, and guarding against its fluctuations. 

‘If, then, it was necessary, for the best interests 
of the country, that the currency should be estab- 
lished on a sound and solid foundation, and that 
the country banks should be prevented from draw- 
ing the metallic currency out of the kingdom, by 
the issue of these small notes, the next question 
was—whether this was a proper time for carrying 
the measure into execution? But before he touch- 
ed upon this, perhaps it would be proper that he 
should make oue preliminary observation respect- 
ing the country banks. He was far from being 
hostile to these banks. On the contrary, he 
thought they would be of great service to the coun- 
try, provided they were placed under proper regu- 
lations. He wished to save these banks themselves 
from the consequences of their own proceedings— 
from the liability of each to be ruined by the failure 
of the others. But, to effect this, they must be 
prevented from issuing paper, as low as the highest 


——————— 
denomination of the metallic currency of the ¢, 
try. They must not be permitted to issye nai 
one-pound notes—corresponding with the s maf 
—the highest denomination of metallic curene 
To give them the privilege of making such igsy;, 
was, in fact, to permit them to assume the saieaes 
of the prerogative. Let them continue to issye “i 
per, and to extend an act upon their credit; bates 
them not issue their small notes, and thereby trench 
upon the prerogative.” 


In the same debates these opinions were concur. 
red in by many other distinguish:d men, and final. 
ly prevailed. This bill, as 1 before remarked, js jy 
strict accordance with the recommendations of the 
late president, Mr. Taney, Mr. Woodbury, the 
committee of ways and means of 1834, before refey- 
red to, and in fact was the leading fy. ‘icy of the 
late administration. To prove this and to supply 
arguments of more force and weight than I am ea. 
pable of urging, I quote from gen. Jackson’s mes- 
sage of December, 1834. Speaking upon this sub. 
ject, he says: ‘‘Those institutions, (the state 
banks,) have already shown themselves competent 
to purchase, and furnish domestic exchange for the 
convenience of trade, at reasonable rates, and not a 
doubt is entertained that in a short period, ALL THx 
WANTS OF THE COUNTRY IN BANK ACCOMMo- 
DATIONS AND EXCHANGE, will be supplied as 
promptly and cheaply as they have heretofore been 
by the bank of the United States. If the several 
states shall be induced gradually to reform their 
banking systems, and prohibit the issue of arr 
SMALL NOTES, we shall, in a few years, have a 
currency as sound, and as little liable to fluctuations, 
as any other commercial country.” 


In his annual message of December, 1535, gen. 
Jackson said: 

“It is also ascertained, that instead of being ne- 
cessarily made to promote the evils of an uncheck- 
ed paper system, the management of the revenue 
can be made auxiliary to the reform which the le- 
gislatures of several of the states have already com- 
menced in regard to the suppression of small 
| bills; and which has only to be fostered by proper 
‘regulations on the part of congress, to secure a 
| practical return, to the extent required for the secn- 
rity of the currency, to the constitutional medium. 
Severed from the government as politica] engines, 
and not susceptible of dangerous extension and 
combination, the state banks will not be tempted, 
nor will they have the power which we have seen 
exercised, to divert the public funds from the legiti- 
mate purposes of the government. The collection 
and custody of the revenue being, on the contrary, 
a source of credit to them, will increase the securi- 
ty which the states provide for a faithful execution 
of their trusts, by multiplying the scrutinies to 
which their operations and accounts will be sub- 
jected. Thus disposed, as well from interest as 
the obligations of their charters, it cannot be doubt- 
ed that such conditions as congress may see fit to 
adopt, respecting the deposites in these institutions, 
with a view to the gradual disuse of the small bills, 
will be cheerfully complied with; and that we shall 
soon gain, in place of the Bank of the United 
States, a practical reform in the whole paper system 
of the country. If, by this policy, we can ultimate- 
ly witness the suppression of all bank bills below 
twenty dollars, it is apparent that gold and silver 
will take their place, and become the principal c1r- 
culating medium in the common business of the 
farmers and mechanics of the country. The At- 
TAINMENT of such a RESULT WILL FORM an erain 
the history of our country which will be dwelt 
upon with DELIGHT By EveERY true friend of 1fs 
liberty and InPEPENDENCE. It will lighten the 
great tax which our paper system has so long col- 
lected from the earnings of labor, and do more to 
revive and perpetuate those habits of economy and 
simplicity which are so congenial to the character 
of republicans, than all the legislation which has 
yet been attempted. 

This plan willso imperceptibly retrieve the paper 
and introduce the metallic circulation as to produce 
not the slightest shock or embarrassment in the 
commerce and business of the country, or reduc- 
tion in the value of property. Property, the value of 
which has been regulated by the present currency, 
will retain its existing standard, and the country 
gradnally recover from its depressed and ruinous 
condition. 


It may be argued that the full excess of paper 
circulation will be kept up by the enlarged issues 
of notes of the larger denomination—this cannot be 
so. The commerce and business of the country 
can only beara fixed amount of circulation—all ex- 
cesses must and will be reduced—a fixed amount of 
money can only be necessary to the commerce and 
business of the country. Of that fixed amount, as 
specie is enlarged so must paper be reduced, and as 
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a 
specie is reduced so must paper be eularged, as 
the plan which I propose requires a mixed circula- 
{jon of metal and paper; i propose to reach sucha 
yroportion of the metallic, as will make certain the 
convertibility of paper into specie, which will al- 
ways secure a sound currency. These are the ob- 
‘ects Which I have in view, and I confidently be- 
lieve the scheme which I have oilered, will effect it. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill I firmly believe, with the 
aid some provisions which may be attached to it, 
adapted to the present emergency, is well calculat- 
ed speedily to remove the embarrassments of the 
country. Sir, as I have argued, confidence is all 
that is necessary to enable the banks, in a short 
time, to resume specie payments, this bill extends 
that confidence, holds out to them a strong induce- 
ment to resume, and promises a restoration of their 
fiscalagency on that resumption. This, sir, is bet- 
ter than all your penalties and all your divorces. 

Mr. Chairman, I well know that to effect the ob- 
jects of reform which all desire, the aid of the state 
ceovernments must be invoked. This aid I do not 
doubt will be afforded, not only from considerations 
of patriotism, but of interest; for every state is 
deeply and importantly interested in securing a 
sound currency, both as relates to their own domes- 
tic concerns and their commercial connection with | 
the other states. They cannot flourish—they can- | 
not prosper without it, and this is a guarantee that | 
as the errors in their systems develope themselves | 
they will correct them. Sir, 1 do not doubt that | 
they will perform their duty to themselves and to 
the nation. 

Mr. Chairman, I have heard much play, and_ 
much emphasis upon the term divorce of bank and | 
state. Itis calculated to call up those feelings of | 
abhorrence against the union of church and state, | 
out of which so much mischief to the lives and li- | 
berties of mankind has grown, which the people | 
of the United so justly entertain. Sir, are not these | 
institutions the very creation of government? Did | 
not government impart to them form, substance, 
and action; and now we are to divorce the gov- 
ernment from them! TI know, sir, that these in- 
stitutions were created by the state governments; 
yet, sir, unless all their powers are buried in the 
powers of this government they were created by 
governments having the power to do so. This po- 
litical connection, so much desecrated and abhorred 
in these latter days, is as dangerous to the state go- | 
vernments as to this, yet the states do not find it ne- 
cessary to destroy their banking institutions; and I | 
am sure, will defend them against the reckless war 
now waged against them. Sir, this term divorce | 
will not take—you had as well talk of a divorce be- 
tween man and wife, while they are indisposed to 
it from considerations not of affection only, but of | 
interest also, | 

One word more in relation to the suspension of | 
specie payments by the banks, to show the pvoprie- | 
ty and wisdom of the measure. When the suspen- | 

| 
| 





sion took place, it was supposed by many, perbaps 
by most persons, that upon its being known in| 
England, there would be an immediate prostration | 
’ ge te | 
of the commercial credit of the United States, and, | 
as a consequence, the destruction of the houses in 
England, commonly known by the name of the | 
American houses. But no such thing happened. | 
Confidence was not diminished, but improved. | 
They saw the thing at once in its true light—they 
Saw it was a measure of relief to the merchants of | 
the United States, which would give them time to | 
gather in their resources, and finally make good | 
their payments in England: Whereas, if the se- | 
vere pressure, necessary to continue the payment | 
of specie by the banks, had been kept on, they | 
must have been ruined, and through them the | 
people who were in debt. ‘This was a sound view | 
ofthe subject. In addition to this, the states con- | 
linue to use them as depositories, and to receive | 


the present occasion is not dictated by any interest 
which I take for the banks, separate and apart from 
the people: I only look to their interest and their se- 
curity, as connected with that of the people, so 
deeply involved with them. I consider the interest 
and wellare of the people as deeply and materially 
concerned, and their prosperity endangered. 

I have thus, Mr. Chairman, presented to the com- 
mittee my views of this deep, this vital, this enter- 
esting question to this nation. I have exhibited 
the opinions entertained by the late administration 
and the prominent friends of the present; and hav- 
ing done so, confidently and feailessly appeal to the 
American people, to determine whether I deserve 
to be stigmatized as a traitor, or shot as a deserter. 
Sir. if an adherence to the opinions heretofore en- 
tertained by the friends of the administration, not- 
withstanding they have abandoned them, is deser- 
dion, Tam guilty, and will meet the fate which 
awaits me without murmur. My opinions are un- 
changed, and no fear of personal consequences shall 
change them. My constituents are unchanged, so 
far as I have learned; at any event, they have not 
instructed me to vote contrary to my former opin- 
ions, and until they do, I will vote against your 
sub-treasury scheme, in spite of denunciation, or 
any other consequence which may follow. I re- 
gard that scheme as containing the elements of de- 
struction to the purity of the government, the rights of 
the states and the liberties of the people. Sir, so ob- 
noxious is it to me, that although there is no con- 
stitutional objection in the way, I would infinitely 
prefer resigning my seat here, to voting for it. I 
do not call into question the sincerity of gentlemen 
who have changed, but I protest that because I can- 
not change also, I should be denounced. 

Mr. Chairman, if I am to be tried on a charge of 
desertion, the administration shall not judge me; its 
friends on this floor shall not judge me—ZI will be 
tried by my censtituents alone—they know what opin- 
ions they sent me here to sustain—they know which 
I have deserted, and which I have maintained. I 


will meet them and let them pronounce the judg- 


ment; and ifthat judgment shail be—guilty, they 
alone shal] be my executioners—by their confidence, 
I came here—by their command I am ready to re- 
tire. To them and their justice I commit myself. 
I will say to them, that, 

Bound by no party’s arbitrary sway, 

Ili follow rrutTH, wher’er it leads the way. 





APPENDIX. 

Comparative statement of the condition of the Far- 
mer’s bank of Virginia and branches, on the Ist 
and 8th days of June, 1837, and on the 1st day of 
Seplember, 1837. 





Ist June. Ist Sept. 

Bills dis. at Richmond, $2,540,804 $2,260,796 
Norfolk, 848,705 767,091 
Petersburg, 602,299 526,576 
Fredericksburg, 497,865 536,318 
Lynchburg, 526,877 588,122 
Winchester, 419,999 408,502 

Danville, 402,214 290,029 

5,849,763 5,477,283 


Showing an aggregate decrease of $872,380, in 
the outstanding bills discounted between the Ist 
day of June and the Ist day of September, 1837. 
The specie on hand on the Ist Septem- 


ber, 1837, was (425,234 
On the 8th day of June, it was 412,672 

Showing an increase of specie 12,562 
The notes of other banks on hand on Ist 

September, 1837, was $218,841 


On the 8th of June, 1837, they amountedto 127,842 


Showing an increase of 90,999 


their notes in payment of theirtaxes. Why, then,|The aggregate balances due by the other banks, 


should there be so much alarm here? | 

Mr. Chairman, I admit that there are serious | 
evils connected with our banking system. I ad-| 
int that there are erying and grievous abuses, | 
Which require to be corrected; and I will go as far | 
’Sany man in applying the knife and cutting off | 
these abuses. Nor, sir, am I disposed, in the slight- | 
est degree, to countenance the refusal of the banks 
‘0 resume specie payments in a reasonable length 
ftime. While the country may be disposed to 
chdure this state of things as long as it is necessary 
and proper, it will not—it ought not to endure a 
“anton and unnecessary delay. The foreign debt is 
‘apidly extinguishing; the elastic energy of the 
‘ountry is rapidly increasing, and overcoming all 
‘mbarrassments; soon, very soon, all pretext will be 
'emoved for continuing the suspension, and the 
banks will merit the stern and withering rebuke of 
‘very patriot, if they persist in their refusal to re- 
‘une payments in specie. Sir, my course upon 








was, on Ist September, $45,074 
On the 8th June, they amounted to 20,267 
Showing an increase of 24,807 


The notes in circulation on Ist Sept. 1837, 
were, , 2,196,604 
The deposite money at same time was, 








Individuals, 900,833 
Treasurer of the United States, 118,173 
3,215,610 


The liabilities on 8th June, 1837, were, 

Notes in circulation, $1,963,942 

Individual deposites, 1,500,076 

Treasurer of U. States, 297,047 
- 38,761,065 
545,455 








Showing a diminished liability equal to 





The contingent fund to cover losses was 


on Ist September $369,771 
It was on the 8th June, 277,412 
Increase, 92,369 


The whole bad and doubtful debts on the Ist Sep- 
tember, 1837, were estimated as follows: 


At Richmond, $59,398 
Norfolk, 226,036 
Petersburg, 6,100 
Lynchburg, 0,000 
I'redericksburg, 3,950 
Wiuchester, 17,526 
Danville, 1,000 

In all, 324,003 

While the contingent fund is as above 

stated, 


369,771 

From the foregoing, the following statement may 
be made, showing the increased active means, 
and the diminished liabilities of the bank, viz: 


Increase of specie, $12,562 
Do. of notes of other banks, 90,999 
Do. of debts due ty other banks, 24,807 
Do. of contingent fund, 92,366 

Decrease of notes in circulation, &c. 545,455 

Making in all, 776,192 








Against which, the loan from the commonwealth, 
under the act of 24th June, 1837, may be made an 
ofisett. 


Condition of the Boston banks, omitting Massachu- 
setts, Franklin, and Lafayette banks, at the close 
of business, Sept. 16, 1837, agreeably to returns 
made to the standing committees: 


Capital, $24,400,000 00 
Circulation, 1,938,326 60 
Individual deposites, 6,327,561 17 
Specie, 1,048,345 00 


Real estate, 653,523 15 






































Amount of loan, 33,359,510 93 
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fc$- Since the statement of the ist June, so far as 
the president and cashier are informed, nothing has 
been added to the bad and doubtful debt. The 
greater part of the increased suspended debt has 
been satisfactorily secured, and the residue is ina 
train of adjustment. 

A. ROBINSON, Jr. cashier. 
City of Richmond, to wit: 

On this second day of September, 1837, Anthony 
Robinson, jr., cashier of the Bank of Virginia, per- 
sonally appeared before me, a justice of the peace 
for the said city, and made oath that the foregoing 
statement is truly compiled from the several state- 
iments returned from the diilerent departments of 
the said bank, according to the best of his know- 
ledge. 

Given under my hand on the day and year afore- 
said. EDWD. BAILEY, J. P. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

Loss of the steamboal Ceylon. The following par- 
ticulars of the loss of this fine beat are from the St. 
Louis Republican. 

On Wednesday night last, the steamboat Ceylon 
left Louisville for New Orleans about dark, having 
on board about 300 passengers, a valuable cargo, 
and a number of horses. About 10 o’clock at night 
the boat was discovered to be on fire, and shortly 
afterwards the flames burst out of the hold where it 
originated. Whether communicated from the fire 
under the boilers, or in some other manner, we 
have not learned. It was found impossible to run 
her ashore when first discovered, and she was run 
the whole length of the Salt river reach, a distance 
of about 22 miles, in a complete sheet of flames, 
when she was run ashore with adinirable skill by 
the pilot. A gravel bar on each side of the river 
prevented her being run on shore sooner. As soon 
as she was made fast, the passengers all got ashore 
safe, not a single life having been lost. The boat, 
cargo and baggage of the passengers were totally 
lost. We, however, understand that the horses on 
board were saved. The passengers give great cre- 
dit to capt. Hale and his crew for the manner in 
meter they conducted themselves during the trying 
period, 

The Ceylon was one of the most splendid passen- 
ger boats on the western waters, about 300 tons 
barthen, and only six months old. She was partly 
owned in Pittsburgh, and the remainder in this 
city; she was estimated at $30,000, $20,000 of 
which was insured, $10,000 by the Fireman’s and 
$10,000 by the Beaver Insurance office of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 


Among the evilsincident to a want of specific law 
on certain matters in Pennsylvania, are the imposi- 
tions practised upon that hardy and generous class, 
the sailors, by unscrupulous landlords, in those quar- 
ters of the city, where these sons of the ocean most 
do congregate when on shore. We need in this 
commonwealth astatute similar to that which exists 
in South Carolina. In thatstate—selecting Charles- 
ton as a chief instance of the law’s effect and opera- 
tion—a tavern keeper who harbors a sailor without 
the consent of his captain, or the consul of his coun- 
try, if te be a foreigner, is liable to a fine of rirry 
DOLLARS, twenty-five of which become the perqui- 
site of the informer. 

Without the permission alluded to, the sailor is 
not amenable to his landlord ina higher sum than 
one dollar, however long he may tarry with him, 
and however great the sin to which his bill for en- 
tertainment may amount, nor can the effects or lug- 
gage of the mariner be held by his host after the 
disbursement of thatsum. This precaution of cap- 
tain or consul is not more protective of the sailor 
than the landlord. The law seems a wise one, and 
we should be glad to sce a statute like it adopted in 
Peunsylvania. [Philad. Gaz. 


Georgia. The following elections have just been 
made in the legislature of Georgia, viz: Ebenezer 
Starnes, allorney general; John E. Ward, solicitor, 
for the eastern circnit; Upson L. Heath, for the 
northern; Howell Cobb, for the western; William 
G. Smith, for the Ocmulgee; William W. Wiggins, 
for the southern, and James H. Starke, for the 
Flint circuit. 
common pleas and oyer and terminer, for the city 
of Savannah. Also the following judges of the su- 
perior court, viz: Charles S. Henry, of the eastern 
circuit; John Schley, of the middle circuit; Garrett 
Andrews, of the northern circuit; T. V. Harris, of 
western circuit, John G. Polhill, of the Ocmulgee 
cirenit; C. B. Cole, of the southern circuit; and 
A. M.D. King, of the Flint circuit. 


Boston. Vhe neighborhood of this city abounds 
in ponds and streams of wholesome water, with 
which it has been resolved to supply the city on an 
extended scale; and such is the abundance of 
sources, that th: only difficultv seems to be in the 
selection. The commissioners appointed on the 
subject, prefer Spot pond and Mystic pond; the 
water of the latter to be forced up by pumps. Ac- 
cording to the proposed plan of distribution, the en- 
tire lenzth of pipes will be sixty-two miles, and the 
number of fire plugs 447. It is estimated that the 
cost of the introduction, including every thing, will 
be $1,597,500. Independently of other advantages, 


the saving of insurance to the inhabitants, annually, | 


will, it is supposed, amount to $100,000. The cal- 
culation is that the city will receive a good interest 
ou the sum invested. 


Bricklayers are receiving $3 50 per day in Grand 
Gulf, (Miss.) The editor of the Advertiser says, he 
is anthorized to say that from fifty to one hundred 
bricklayers could obtain immediate and constant 
employment. 


John C. Nicol, judge of the court of | 


Mobile, Alabama, The Mobile papers of the 18th 
ult. say, that the business season, though late, has 
at length fairly commenced, and that it will, unless 
the rivers should again become unnavigable, be 
prosecuted with assiduity. The stocks of goods 
are large, and swelled daily by fresh arrivals. The 
number of passengers which have arrived within 
the last six weeks, exclusive of steamboats from the 
interior, ferry boats, &c. is upwards of 1,500, and 
the arrivals in other directions will probably not fall 
short of an equal number, making an addition to 
our resident population of about 3,000 since the Ist 
of last month. The entire absence of sickness, in 
a malignant shape, is now confirmed, and all appre- 
hensions have been quieted by the occurrence of 
two or three stiff white frosts, since our last notice. 


We have examined, with great satisfaction, a chart 
of the survey of George’s Shoal, executed by lient. 
com’dt C. Wilkes, in the U. 8. brig Porpoise. The 
ihumber of soundings marked on the chart, although 
not two-thirds of those made are set down, attests 
the fidelity with which the duty has been perform- 
ed. The surface of the water, traversed by the 
Porpoise and her tenders, exceeded 500 square miles, 
and the lowest depth found on any part was jifteen 
feet, and that only on a very small and detached 
portion of the shoal, on which buoys have been 
placed. ‘This chart will form a valuable addition 
to our stock of hydrographic knowledge. 

The opinion of lieutenant Wilkes is adverse to 
the feasibility of erecting a light house. 

[Army and Navy Chron. 


Editorial convention. It bas been proposed by 
the editor of the “Richmond Enquirer” to hold a 
convention of the editors of the state of Virginia at 
Richmond, on the 17th of January next. We hope 
it may be well attended, and such reforms effected 
as will not only insure greater comity ainong the 
conductors of the press, but compel those who sub- 
scribe for newspapers to pay forthem. There is 
no class of laborers who are worse treated than edi- 
tors, and in addition to the evils they suffer from 
careless ‘patrons!’ there are not a few who resort 
to the most base and dishonerable means to avoid 
the payment of the sums due. 


Appalling scene. Shrimp, the German, who com- 
mitted the shocking murder on one of his country- 
women in Louisville, Ky. because she would not 
favor his addresses, was executed in that city on the 
17th, but not until after several bungling attempts, 
from the negligent arrangements of the hangman. 
He had been but a few moments on the scaffold with 
the sheriff and other attendents, when it gave way 
and they all fell together. It was patched up and 
he re-ascended, atid the rope broke and he again 
fell. It was at last adjusted, and he was launchad 
into eternity. The scene must have been shocking 
and disgraceful. We understand there were com- 
paratively few persons at the execution. 

[N. Y. Star. 

Destruction of the Rossie tron works. We learn 
that the Rossie iron works, owned by Geo. Parish, 
esq., at Rossie, St. Lawrence county—the building, 
&c.—erected last year, and in successful operation 
for the last six months—were totally destroyed by 
fire on the 19th inst. The establishment was one 
of the largest in the state, and the loss of property 
) has been great. Ofcourse, manufacturers depend- 
ing on these works for supplies, can expect none 
until next spring, by which time, we understand, 
they will be rebuilt. [ dlbany Argus. 


Produce. This business appears to be as good 
this year as ever. Wheat keeps up toa dollar— 
flour at $6, and other produce in proportion—and 
we have now no doubt but these prices will be fully 
sustained; buyers are ready to contract for wheat at 
a dollar, to be delivered at any time between this 
and spring. Prices keep up at the east, and as the 
wheat crop is said to be slim in the greatest wheat 
sections, may reasonably expect it will continue up, 
and when the canals are closed, the price there will 
advance. One of the reasons for this,is that the 
country was cleared of old wheat before this crop 
came on. [ Wheeling Times 





New England coal. The coal mines discovered in 
| Mansfield, Mass. in the fall of 1835, are about being 
_worked to great advantage. A writer acquainted 
with their extent and the quality of the coal, says 
that within seven years not less than 150,000 tons 
will be mined every year, and that Mansfield will 
| soon rival Lowell in population and business. 


| New Orleans. The warm and sultry days of the 
‘last week, says the Picayune of the 15th ult. have 
/ been succeeded by weather far more cold and sea- 
| sonable. Apprehensions were entertained that the 
fever would break out afresh, but we hear nothing 
‘of it, and can safely pronounce the city as healthy 


as any in the union. 


eee 
Remarkable. A lady was helped into one of on, 
hotels on Friday last, who had reached hie mone 
year, and, before the trip she had been lige 
never before entered a stage-coach of my 
class, or description. Taking into consideratic” 
the fact that she had resided in one of the most ty 
ulous cities in the union, where stage inet ' 
omnibus travelling are among the most didina 
things of the day, this fact is truly remarkabl. ws 
[ Wheeling Gazette, 
The citizens of New Haven have completed 
subscription for the purchase of Augur’s grou ar 
“Jeptha and his daughter.” The sum agreed teh 
paid for the statues was $4,000. They are dines 
ed to form the nucleus of a gallery of sculpture at 
that place. This is an example of public Spirit and 
taste worthy of all emulation, and a tribute to na- 
tive genius and worth, honorable alike to all cop. 
cerned. 


Troops for Florida. Col. Nelson, a few days since 
arrived in this vicinity with about 1,200 men under 


resolution was introduced in the honse on Satur. 
day, authorizing the governor to advance $1,500 


his command destined for the Florida service, 4 : 


for the purpose of defraying their expenses to the | 


place where they can be mustered into the service 7 


of the United States. 
[ Milledgeville ( Geo.) Jour. of the 14th ult. 


The rioters. The Boston Mercantile Journal | 
says: “Joseph Pierce and Thomas Tucker, convict. 
ed at the municipal court of a riot and assault on 
the Montgomery guards, on the 12th of September 
last, were this day sentenced by judge Thatcher to 
three years confinement at hard labor in the house 
of correction; and Thomas J. Young, convicted of 
the same offence, was sentenced to two years in the 
house of correction.”’ 


Daring mail robbery. The Mobile and Columbus 7 


mail was stolen {rom the stage on the evening of the 
21st ult. between 7 and 8 o’clock, while on its way 


to the post office in Mobile. The driver, Mr. Poole, ~ 
states that it was taken from the box at the upper 7 
end of Dauphin street, where he stopped to water 7 


his horses, A large reward is offered for its recov- 
ery. 

Mortalityin New York. The number of deaths 
in New York last week was 123—33 men, 25 wo- 
men, 38 boys, and 27 girls: of whom 27 were of the 
age of one year and under; 10 between 1 and 2; 14 
between 2 and 5; 10 between 5 and 10; 7 between 
10 and 20; 10 between 20 and 30; 17 between 30 
and 40; 11 between 40 and 50; 4 between 50 and 
60; 10 between 60 and 70; 3 between and 80. 


Steam navigation is advancing wonderfully in 
the Bosphorus. Besides the seven French steam- 
boats about to commence running between Mar- 
seilles and Constantinople, there are nine new Ger- 


man steam vessels, as many English, now in pre- © 
paration, and the Turks have likewise some oi © 


their own in motion in the neighboring seas. 


Choctaw volunteers for Florida. 
(says the St. Louis Bulletin of the 11th ult) 
that the secretary of war has authorized the raising © 
of 400 volunteers in the Choctaw nation, to be em- 


ployed in the Florida war, against the Seminoles, 7 
to be commanded by their agent, capt. Wm. Arm- | 


strong. 


The depntations of Sacs and Foxes arrived in 7 
our city on Friday last; from their eastern travels. 7 
The celebrated chiefs, Black Hawk and Keokuck © 


were among thenumber. They left for their homes 


in the wilderness of the North West, yesterday in J 


the steainer Pavillion. : 
[ St. Lowis Bulletin, Nov. 20. 


Canal tolls. The tolls coliected on the New | 
York state canals for the first week in November, 
amount to $66,554 44 | 
For the corresponding week in 1836, 60,294 61 | 


Se 


Increase, 


casting a crank for the steamboat De Witt Clinton, 
was caught in the machinery and instantly crushet 
to death. 


The mammoth ship Pennsylvanta has left Phila- 


coinpleted. 
two steamvoats. 


Health of Natchez. 


ly subsided at Natchez. The last report of the 
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Distressing death. Mr. William Waterman, who © 
was engaged at Mr. Many’s furnace, Albany, !" 9 
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delphia for Norfolk, where her equipment will °° © 
She was towed down the Delaware >) i 


¢ 


[ British Navy Chronicle. 4 
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deaths the day before.” af 


Mr. Dugger, of Virginia, recently wounded 14 bs 





duel near Easton, N. C. is since dead. 
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